






Colorado River Water Consultants CH2MHILL  ·  BLACK & VEATCH 

The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

River Basin Imports 

Quantity Evaluated:  

   30,000 - 700,000 AFY 

 

Cost: Needs more 

refinement 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Transbasin Imports 
Mississippi River Diversion Quantity: 675,000 AFY 

Cost: $1,370 / AF 
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Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Stormwater Storage  

 
 
 

Quantity Evaluated:  

Up to 100,000 AFY 

(but unreliable) 

 

Cost: $600+/AF 

Painted Rock Control Tower, photo credit: USACE 
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Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Vegetation Management 
Location 1:  
Lower Virgin River 

 

Concept:  

 Saltcedar removed by 
spraying and burning; 
ongoing revegetation and 
spraying as needed 

 
 
 

Quantity Evaluated : 17,000 AFY 

 

Cost: $100 /AF 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Vegetation Management 
Location 2:  
Lower Colorado River 

 

Concept:  

 Saltcedar removed by  
leaf beetles; ongoing 
revegetation and spraying 
as needed 

 

 
 
 

Quantity Evaluated : 154,000 AFY 

 

Cost: $30 /AF 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Water Imports Using Ocean Routes 

 

Options 

 Undersea Aqueduct 

 Tankers 

 Towing Water Bags 

 Towing Icebergs 

 
 
 

Quantity Evaluated:  

   10,000 – 300,000 AFY 

 

Cost: $1,400 – $4,000/AF 

Towing an iceberg 
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Colorado River Water Consultants CH2MHILL  ·  BLACK & VEATCH 

The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Water Reuse 

 

Concept 

 Reuse Colorado River-
derived wastewater in 
large urban areas 

Quantity Evaluated:  

20,000 – 800,000 AFY 

 

Cost: $900 – $1,700/AF 

Irrigation using reclaimed water 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Weather Modification 

Quantity Evaluated:  

   150,000 – 1,400,000 AFY 

 

Cost:  

$20 – $30/AF 

Weather Modification Programs in Western U.S. 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 
Augmentation  
Quantities and Costs 

Annual Yield Evaluated 
Acre-Feet per Year 

Cost 
$ per Acre-Foot 

Brackish Water Desalination 4,000 – 50,000 $700 - $2,000 

Coalbed Methane Produced Water 3,000 – 20,000 $900 – $4,600 

Conjunctive Use 8,000 – 40,000  $400 – $700 

Ocean Water Desalination 20,000 – 100,000 $1,100 – $1,800 

Power Plants - Reduce 
Consumptive Use 

1,500 – 160,000 $1,000 – $4,000 

Reservoir Evaporation Control 0 – 270,000 $500 – $2,000 

River Basin Imports 30,000 – 700,000 Needs more refinement 

Stormwater Storage 0 –100,000 $600+ 

Vegetation Management 20,000 – 150,000 $30 – $100 

Water Imports Using Ocean 
Routes 

10,000 – 300,000 $1,400 – $4,000 

Water Reuse 20,000 – 800,000 $900 – $1,700 

Weather Modification 150,000 – 1,400,000 $20 – $30 
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The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Importance of 
Augmentation 
Projects to the Basin 

“Implementation of projects to augment 

the long-term supply of the Colorado 

River is of utmost importance not only 

to the Basin States and the millions of 

people who live here, but to the nation 

as a whole..” 

June 10, 2011 • 26 



Colorado River Water Consultants CH2MHILL  ·  BLACK & VEATCH 

The Seven Colorado River Basin States  

Navigating the Future of the Colorado River 

Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Final Report 
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Natural Resources Law Center Summer Conference 

Long-Term 
Augmentation of 
the Water Supply 
of the Colorado 
River System 

Helping to provide a  

clear vision of water 

augmentation in the 

Colorado River Basin 

June 10, 2011 


