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2 0 0 APPROPRIATION. [Ch. SS).

C H A P T E R  89.

APPROPRIATION, •
RIO G RANDE R IV E R - IN V E S T IG A T IO N ,

(H. B, No. E2S, by Mr, Wlieeler.)' *

AW A C T ■.
A P P R O P R IA T IN G  T H E  SU M  O F  F IF T E E N  T H O U SA N D  D O LLA R S  

fS15,000,00) T O  P A Y  T H E  E X P E N S E S  O F  A N  IN V E ST IG A 
T IO N  O F  T H E  R IO  G RA N D E  R IV ER  W IT H  R E F E R E N C E  T O  
T H E  E F F E C T  O F  T H E  D IV ER S IO N  A N D  U SE  O F  IT S  
W A T E R S  IN C O LO R A D O  A N D  TO  O B T A IN  D AT A  N E C E S 
SA R Y  T O  PR O V E  T H E  IM P R A C T IC A B IL IT Y  A N D  IN JU ST IC E  

. O F T H E  P R O H IB IT IO N , B Y  T H E  F E D E R A L  G O VER N M EN T, 
N O W  E X IST IN G  A G A IN ST  T H E  C O N S T R U C T IO N  O F  C A N A LS  
A N D  R E S E R V O IR S  IN COLORADO .

'Whereas, The Secretary of the Department of the 
Interior, of the United States, refuses to grant a right 
of way across public lands for canals and reservoir 
systems in the San Lais Valley, and upon the Rio 
Grande river, and its tributaries in tbe State of Colorado, 
on tbe theory that the construction of such systems anil 
the use of water for irrigation that would result there
from would injuriously effect the storage of wafer in a 
reservoir which it is proposed shall be bui-lt by the 
United States Reclamation Service near Engle, New 
Mexico, for the irrigation of private lands in the Terri
tory of New Mexico, the. State.of Texas, and the Re
public of Mexico. .

And, Whereas, Such action by the Secretary of the 
interior prevents and will prevent the full development 
of the agricultural lands of this State to the great and 
permanent injury of the State.

And Whereas, Detailed information regarding 
available supply and practical use of the water of the
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Rio Grande river in Colorado and northern blew Mexico 
will demonstrate that waters should be used where 
they can be used to the best advantage.

And Whereas, It is ,tlie opinion of those best quali
fied to judge that the greatest economy and most bene
ficial use requires that the waters be used as high on 
the stream as possible, that is to say, in the State of 
Colorado.

Therefore, ' ■
Be it Enacted l>y the General Assem&ly of the State of Colorado:

Section 1. The sum of $15,000, or so much thereof Appropriation, 
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, out of any Re ort - 
money in the State treasury not otherwise appropriated, “n” ater
for the purpose of obtaining a complete report of the effect of use of 
water supply and the effect of the use of tire water of water of n io 
tiie Rio Grande river. ' . ? ranae river-

' Section 2. The State engineer shall supervise said 
investigation and keep a record thereof in his office. . in v estig a tio n .

Section 3. The'Auditor of the State of Colorado, Auditor to 
shall upon presentation to him of bill or bills or vouch-Jraw warrant, 
ers duly approved in writing by the Governor, draw his 
warrant for the payment of the amount herein appro
priated, or so much thereof as vouchers approved as ,
aforesaid shall be presented to him. *

Section 4. In the opinion of the General Assembly Emergency, 
an emergency exists, therefore, this act shall be in full 
force and effect from and after its passage.

■! APPROVED May 5th 1009,
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