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GENERAL LAWS.

' fee simple title to the real estate now occupied and controlled 
by the said school o f mines, shall, within eighty daysTrom ° ” ^ ¡ 1«  • S
. . ,  . . , , . . * _ * 3Cboc4 of mine#

the passage of this act, be vested in the trustees o f t h e izv*' 
school of mines, free o f any condition o f defeasance w h a l * dfly*

■ ' ncoeisjiry to i t *
soever. When the said title shall be so vested, it shall be eif<*  *{ 
the duty o f the attorney general to certify such fact in 
writing to the state auditor, and the state auditor shall notify 
the county clerks o f the several counties o f this state o f thi 
same, in order that [the] tax herein provided may be 
properly levied and assessed. .

Approved, April 7, 1877.

So7

C H A P T E R  X C I I .

SCHOOLS. ' ■

AN ACT TO  ESTABLISH AN D  M A IN TA IN  A  SYSTEM OF FREE SCHOOLS. •

Be it enacted by the General Assembly o f the State o f Colorado:

2447. Section 1. The superintendent o f public instruc-stn.WrA.SA« 
tion,the secretary o f  state and attorney general, shall con
stitute a state board o f education, o f which the superin
dent of public instruction shall be president,

244S. Sec. 2. The state board o f education shall meet ., .Meeting» dfca
at the state capitol on the last Saturday in December, ini” ’’ *"- '
each year, and at such other times and places, as may by 
them be deemed necessary, and shall have power to adopt 
any rules and regulations not inconsistent with law, for its 
own goverment, and for the government o f  the public 
schools. - . *

2440. Sec. 3. The board is authorized and empowered sutedipSmi.t; 
to issue state diplomas to such professional teachers' as may ¡¡not n 
be found upon examination, or by diplomas from other 
states requiring similar qualifications, to possess the ‘requi
site scholarship and culture, and who may also exhibit 
satisfactory evidence o f an unexceptional moral character, 
and of eminent professional experience and ability,.and 
who have taught for two years in the state. A l l  such .
diplomas shall be countersigned by the state superintend
ent o f public instruction, and shall supercede the necessity
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o f any and all other examinations o f persons holding the 
: same, by county, city or local .examiners; and such diplo

mas shall be valid in any county, city, town or district in 
the state, during the life-time o f the holder, unless revoked 
by the state board o f education. '

Gndei of ¿¡pio- 2450. Sec. 4 . The diplomas issued by the state board 
mr,v o f education shall be o f two grades. The first grade shall

be evidence o f the fitness o f  the holder thereof to teach in 
the high schools o f  the state ; and the second grade shall 

. be evidence o f the fitness o f the holder thereof to teach in
any o f the schools o f  the state of a lower grade than the 
high school..

How revoked. ~ 2451, Sec. 5 . The state board o f education may at
any time revoke a state diploma, upon satisfactory evidence 
that the holder thereof has become unworthy the same; 
provided, that before revoking any such diploma, the holder 

, thereof shall have at least thirty days1 notice to appear
before the state board and refute any charges brought 

- against him.
2452. Sec. 6. A t  the general election, to be held in 

Irmi rc of office. the year o f  our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy eight, and every two years thereafter, a state super
intendent of public instruction shall be elected by the quali
fied electors o f the state, who shall hold office for the 
term of two year£, from the second Tuesday o f January 
next after his election, and until his successor is duly 
elected and qualified, ■

Oath and bond » 2458. Sec. 7 . ' Before entering upon his duties he shall
take and subscribe thè oath o f office prescribed by the con- 

■ stitution, and shall also execute a bond, in the penalty of 
five thousand dollars, payable to the state o f  Colorado, 
with sureties to be approved by the state auditor, condi
tioned upon the faithful discharge o f  his official duties, and 
thq delivery to his successor, o f  all books, papers, docu
ments and other property belonging to the office. Said 
bond and oath shall be deposited with the secretary of 

state;> ■ '
2454. Sec, 8. H e shall have an office at the seat of 

government, where shall be kept* an official seal, and all 
books and papers appertaining to the business o f  his office.
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He shall file all papers, reports and public documents 
transmitted to him by the school officers o f the several where,- due«, 
counties, each year separately, and hold the same in readi
ness to be exhibited to the governor, or to any committee 

; of either house o f the general assembly. Copies o f all 
i papers filed in his office, and his official acts may be certi
fied by him, and when so certified, shall be evidence equally.

[ and in like manner as the original papers,
2455. Sec. 9 . He shall have a general supervision o fDu,ics toprt. 

all the county Superintendents and o f the public schools of^s?ributekttie' d 
the state. He shall prepare, have printed and furnish to all « “oou»£.! ' 
officers charged with the administration o f the laws relating
to public schools and to. teachers, such blank forms and , 
books as may be necessary to the discharge o f  their duties.
But he shall not copy-right such forms, nor be directly or 
indirectly compensated by reason o f the sale thereof. He 
shall have the laws relating to public schools printed in 
pamphlet form, and annexed thereto, forms for making 
reports and conducting school business, and shall supply ■
school officers, school libraries and ■ state libraries with a 
copy each. Said printing to be paid for out o f  the printing , 
fund, on the warrant o f the auditor, on bills approved by 
the superintendent o f public instruction, and attested by 
secretary o f state.

2456. Sec. 10. H e  shall, on or before the tenth day o fBjenuLJ n. 
December, in every year preceding that in which shall be
held a regular session o f the general assembly, report to the^J^“ " 58" 
governor the condition o f the public schools, the amount o f 
state school fund apportioned, and sources from which de- ■ 
rived, with such suggestions and recommendations relating 
to the affairs o f  his office, as he may think proper to com
municate. It shall be his duty to visit annually such coun- . 
ties in the state as most need his personal attendance, and 
all counties, i f  practicable, for the purpose o f  inspecting the ■ 
schools, awakening and guiding public sentiment in relation 
to the practical interests o f education, and diffusing as wide- 1 
!y as possible, by public addresses and personal communi
cation with school teachers and parents, a knowledge of 
existing defects, and o f desirable improvements in the gov
ernment and instruction o f the schools; and he shall open 
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. such correspondence as may enable him to obtain all neces-
■ sary information relating to the system o f public schools in

other states; and he shall receive out o f  the state treasury, 
for actual necessary traveling expenses, and other expenses , 
while traveling on the business o f  the department, not ex
ceeding five hundred dollars per annum, for which he shall 
render an itemized bill to the auditor o f state, who is hereby 
authorized to draw his warrant therefor; and an office,, fuel, 
furniture, postage, books, stationery, and other contingent 
expenses pertaining to his office, shall be furnished in the 
same manner as those o f the other departments o f the state 
government. . .

„ r , 2457. Sec. i i . The income .of the state school fund
an^ taxes collected by the state for the support o f the public 

narefeg?!- schools, which shall be received up to the first day o f Jan- 
ualy  an<̂  the first day o f July o f  each year, shall be distrib- 

pen!es,h<™-paidLlte(j  annuapy between the first day o f January and the first 

. day o f February, and the first day o f July and the.first day 
■ o f  August, respectively, in each year, among the several 

counties in the state, from which reports have been received 
by the superintendent o f  public instruction, as provided in 
this act, in proportion to the number o f  children o f school 
age, as shown by the census list o f each county. And the 
superintendent o f public instruction shall certify said appor
tionment to the state auditor, and upon such certificate the 
auditor shall draw his warrant on the state treasurer in 
favor o f  the county treasurer o f each county for the amount 
due said county; The superintendent shall also certify to 
the treasurer and superintendent o f each county the amount 

apportioned to such county.
2458. Sec. I 2. H e'm ay employ an assistant librarian,

Assistant ' . T
librarian. . who shall have charge o f the state.library, under such regu

lations as may be prescribed by the state librarian or by 
law.’ Said assistant shall receive such salary as may be 

■ provided by law. .
' 2459. Sec. 13, There shall be elected in each county,

at the general election, in the year one-thousand eight hun- 
ejthand bsnd. anc[ seventy-seven, and biennially thereafter, a county

superintendent o f public schools, who shall take office on 
the second Tuesday o f January - next succeeding that in

, 8 10 GENERAL LAWS. '
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which such election shall beheld. He shall hold his office 
for two years, and until his successor shall he elected and -
qualified. Before entering upon the duties o f his office, he 
shall take the oath prescribed by the constitution, and exe- ■' 
cute a bond payable to the people o f the state o f  Colorado, 
with two or more sureties, to be approved by the board o f  
county commissioners, in penalty o f  not less than two thous
and dollars, to be increased at the discretion o f said board, 
conditioned upon the faithful performance o f the duties o f 
his office, and the delivery o f all moneys and property as 
such superintendent to his successors, which bond shall be 
filed in the office-of the county clerk.

2460. Sec. 14. Should the superintendent elect fail
■ *■ - County com-

to qualify as aforesaid, or should there occur a vacancy in su
. -  .  . . . - _ vacancy. .

said office, the board of county commissioners shall, at their 
next meeting after such vacancy or failure to qualify occurs, 
appoint an eligible and suitable person, who shall qualify 
within ten days after his appointment, and who shall continue 
in office until the next general election thereafter. Should 
such appointee fail to qualify as aforesaid, another appoint
ment shall be made in the same manner, until the vacancy 1 
shall be filled by appointment or election.

2461. Sec. It. On the last Saturday o f February, May,
J « n  " ' Meet and o »m -

August and November, in each year, he shall meet all ■”
persons desirous o f passing au examination as teachers, in cwa«c*i*l
some suitable room at the county seat, notice o f which
shall be given in some newspaper in the county, or in case
there is no paper published in the county, he shall give
such notice as may by him be deemed necessary; at which
time he shall examine all such applicants in orthography,
reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geography,
the history o f the United States, including the constitution
of the United States, physiology, laws of health, the elements
of the natural sciences, theory and practice o f  teaching, and
so much of the'school law as relates to the duties-and
responsibilities o f teachers. I f  the applicant is to teach in
a school o f high grade, the examination sfiall extend to
such additional branches o f study as are to be pursued in ■
such school. I f  satisfied o f  the competency to teach, and
of the good moral character o f  the-applicant, he shall give
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such applicant a certificate, as provided in the following 
section. '

G»d« cf «nit- 24S2. Sec‘ i6 ' The certificates issued by the county 

«mp™r™ls,superilltetl<:le!lts sha11 he o f  three grades, distinguished as 
!KCrd- first, second and third. The first grade certificate shall be 

valid for two years; the second grade for one year; tKe 
third grade for six months. A  county superintendent may 
renew a certificate o f the first grade by endorsing such 
renewal" thereon. It  shall be deemed a violation o f law to 
grant a certificate o f either o f  the above named, grades ■ 
without first examining the candidate thoroughly in all the 
branches as specified in section fifteen o f this act, The 
superintendent may, however, upon satisfactory evidence of 
competency, issue a temporary certificate, which shall be 
valid only until the next regular examination, at which time 
the holder o f  such temporary .certificate shall appear for a 
complete examination as aforesaid. It  shall not be lawful 
to renew a temporary certificate, nor to grant a second one 
to the same person. The superintendent shall keep an 
official record, in a suitable book, o f the persons so examined,

■ containing the name, age, nativity, date o f  examination, and 
grade o f certificate issued. ■ ■

Deputy 2463. Sec. 17 ; I f  for any cause the superintendent is ■
unable to attend to the duties o f  his office, he may appoint 
a deputy, who shall take the usual oath or affirmation of 
office, and who may exercise all the functions o f county j 
superintendent, but such deputy shall draw no salary from j
the public fund; provided, that the superintendent may \
receive a per diem for the service o f such deputy. ' ?

Reports; Items, 2464. Sec. 18. On the first day o f October in each ' 
year, the county superintendent shall make a report to the 
state superintendent for the school year which ended August 
thirty-first next preceding, which report shall contain an 

. ■ abstfact o f  the reports made'to him by the district secretaries, ,
together with a statement o f  the financial affairs o f  his office 
and o f such other matters as the state superintendent shall 

_ direct, or as he himself may deem-essential in exhibiting 
• the true condition o f the schools under his charge.

2465. Sec. 19. The county superintendent shall appor
tion all school money to the school districts, in accordance
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with the provisions q f section seventy-two o f this act, 
quarterly, to w it: On the first Monday in January, April, wScnV'not?™1' 
July and October, in each year. Immediately after such 
apportionments he shall certify to the county treasurer the 
amounts which are to be placed to the credit o f the several 
districts, and notify the treasurer o f  each district o f  the 
amount placed to its credit. ■

2466. S ec. 20. It shall be the duty o f  the county 
superintendent to exercise a careful siipervisios over the ford's';vX y  
schools o f his county; to visit each school once each"J Î“¿“munt"’ 
quarter it is in session; to see that all the provisions o f this publish ibe same 
act are observed and followed by the teachers; to keep in a
good and substantial bound book a record o f his official 
acts, and o f other matters required by law to be recorded; 
to obey the legal instructions o f the state superintendent, 
and to exhibit his books and report the financial condition 
o f his office to the board o f county commissioners, on or 
before the twentieth' day o f August in each year, and shall 
cause to be published in some newspaper o f  his county, if 

. such there be, on or before-the thirty-first day o f August, 
such financial statement.

2467. Sec. 2 1 . I f  the county superintendent fails to. ■„ 1 , Neglect ef duty;
make a full and correct report to the superintendent o f future for 
public instruction, or refuses or neglects to report to the 
board o f countycommissioners, as required by this act, he 
shall, upon information from the superintendent o f  public 
instruction,-or after being personally served by the board 
of county commissioners with a written notice to report ■ 
within ten days, and having failed to do so, forfeit the sum 
one hundred dollars (g too), which sum the board o f county 1 
commissioners may deduct from any money due him.
Said forfeit may, however, in all cases, be recovered by suit ■ 
upon his official bond.

2468. Sec. 22. The county superintendent shall have „  . . ,
* May administer

power, and is hereby authorized, to administer oaths and“ **- _
affirmations to school directors, teachers and all other 
persons, in official matters relating to schools; but shall 
receive no fee for so doing.

2469. Sec. 23. The county superintendent shall ap
point directors for any district which fails to elect, as pro-

S ‘ 3
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Fill vacancies in 
district boards.

Ascertain 
boundaries of 
districts.

Salary, bill for 
same, limit, 
books, etc., fur
nished by the 
county, qualifi
cations, work no 
removal.

vided in section forty-four, and shall fill vacancies that may 
occur in any board o f directors by reason o f death, removal 
from office or from the district, resignation or otherwise, 
except in boards o f directors o f  districts o f the first class, 
and 'the officers so appointed shall hold office only until 
the ensuing regular election.

2470. Sec. 24. It shall be the duty o f the county 
superintendent to ascertain the boundaries o f each school 
district in-his county, and to make and keep a record o f the 
same in a suitable bound book, which record shall show 
definitely the boundaries o f  each district. . In case the 
boundaries are found to be conflicting or incorrectly 
described, he shall harmonize the same arid make a report 
o f ’ such action to the boards o f school directors whose 
districts are affected thereby. District officers shall have 
access to such records for the purpose o f  examination, 
making copies or for other legitimate purposes.

2471. Sec. 2J. For the time necessarily spent in the
discharge o f  his duty he shall receive five.dollars per day, 
and ten cents for each mite necessarily traveled. ' H e  shall, 
as far as is practicable; render an itemized bill of his services 
and mileage each quarter to the board o f county commis
sioners, and shall make oath that thè bill is just and correct; 
whereupon the county.commissioners shall order a warrant 
on the county treasurer, payable from the genera! county 
fund; provided, that the annual compensation so received 
shall in no case exceed eight hundred dollars; nor shall it 
exceed one hundred dollars for each regularly organized 
district in the county. The commissioners shall provide 
him with all necessary blank books, stationery, postage, 
expressage and Other expenses o f  his office, not otherwise 
provided for, which last mentioned expenses shall be paid 
for from the county fund. And no person shall hereafter 
be eligible to the office o f county superintendent o f schools 
who is not a person o f culture and practical experience and 
teaming in those branches o f education taught in the pub
lic Schools, as provided in this act, and a person o f good 
moral character. . .

2472. Sec. 26, It is hereby made the duty o f the 
county treasurer, in each county, to keep a separate ac-
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count with each school district in his county; to place to Dutiu oftouoty 
the credit o f each the amount o f money as certified to byp ay over funds

. . . _ , , . in certain cases.
the county superintendent, as provided in section nineteen, 
and to pay over the money so collected upon the presenta

tion o f the legally drawn warrants or orders o f the district 
officers, entitled to draw the same; provided, that if the 
county superintendent shall notify the county treasurer in 
writing, that there has been a failure on the part o f  any 
board o f directors to comply with the law, and that said 
money should be withheld from said board o f directors, he 
shall retain the same until further notice from the county 
superintendent. A l l  money which shall become forfeited 
by any district shall be put into the general school fund, , 
and reapportioned as other moneys. .

O R G AN IZAT IO N  OF D ISTRICTS, ETC.

2473. Sec. 27. For the purpose o f organizing a new 
district, either from unorganized territory or from an old 
district, the parents and guardians o f at least ten children, a,,Jp°!led-. 
who shall possess the right to attend school in such new 
district, must petition the county superintendent in writing,
which petition shall specify as near as may be the number 
and names o f persons o f s'chopl age, residing within the 
proposed boundaries o f such new district. I f  such new 
district is to be formed from one or more old districts, .the 
county superintendent shall direct some one o f the peti
tioners who is a legal voter, to notify each elector residing 
within the,district, so to be formed, by personal service as far .
as convenient, and to post a notice in three public places in ■
said new district, that such a petition has been made, and 
that a meeting will be held, naming the time and place o f ■ 
such meeting, to determine the same, ■

2474. Sec. 28. The qualified electors o f such proposed Eisctors; two. 
new district, when assembled in accordance with the notice
above required shall organize by electing a chairman and s k im : report

T-, < 1* . , . , lo county super
secretary,' Every legally qualified elector, and none other, ¡n im d ««; hard.

shall be entitled to vote at such meeting. A fter the organi
zation o f such meeting as above mentioned, a vote shall be 
taben by ballot, on the question whether or not the proposed 
district shall be organized. Those in favor o f organization

815 ■
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shall vote "yes,” and those opposed "no.” I f  two thirds of 
the legal voters so voting are found to be in favor o f such 
organization, and not otherwise, the meeting shall proceed 
to elect by ballot, a board o f directors o f said district, who 
shall hold office until the ensuing regular election, as pro
vided for in section forty-four (44) o f this act. The sec
retary o f  said meeting shall immediately transmit to the 
county superintendent 'a  copy o f the proceedings o f the 
meeting; upon the receipt o f which, i f  the proceedings are 
found to have been in accordance with law, he shall estab
lish and number such district, and enter a record o f the 
same, and o f the proceedings of the meeting, as provided in 
section twenty-four (24) o f  this act; provided, if such organ
ization o f a new district works great hardship to any head 
o f a family, a statement o f  the facts may be submitted to 
the superintendent, and two disinterested persons, one to 
be named by the superintendent and one by the person 
effected, and if  in their judgment, good cause be shown 
for the transfer, he may be transferred to another district; 
provided further, that no district shall hereafter be divided for 
the purpose o f  forming a new district, unless it contains an 
area o f more than nine square miles, nor shall a district be 
divided, if by so doing, the -remainder o f  the district shall 
be found to contain less than fifteen persons o f school age; 
andwhen practicable, the district shall conform to govern
ment lines; provided, also, that no incorporate city or town 
shall hereafter be divided into two or more school districts. •

2475. Sec. 29. Two or more contiguous districts may 
be united into one district or a fractional portion o f one 
district may be detached from the same and added to a 
district contiguous to said fraction. For the purpose of 
effecting such union or transfer, each district shall, af a 
special meeting legally called for the purpose, determine 
byjjballot whether or not a majority o f  the legal voters 
assembled are in favor o f  such union or transfer, Those'in 
favor’ shall vote "yes,” those opposed, "no," Tri the case 
o f a jvote'for'a  union, i f  a majority in each district are in 
favor o f  the same, there shall be called a”_union meeting, 
by  g iving notice as provided in section twenty-seven, (27) 
at which union meeting the organization shall be perfected

n«

¡[pi

'at
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by the ejection o f officers and other necessary proceedings 
in the same manner as provided for the organization o f dis
tricts in section twenty-eight ( 28) o f  this act. .

247(1. Sec. 30. No new district formed as provided in MmcmMiih 
sections twenty-seven (27) and twenty-eight (28) o f this act, a paia 
shall be entitled to any portion o f the public school money iVii*
until a school has actually commenced therein, and unless ̂ p̂ imcnds™'1’ 
within six (6) months from the establismentof such district, a time; he shill

. . .  . . . . . annul after one
school be opened and maintained as required by law, then ye«. 
t]ie action making such district, shall be void, and all actions 
had by such district, acting as a body corporate, shall cease 
and determine and all taxes which may have been levied in 
the old district or districts, out o f which the new one was 
formed, shall be valid and binding upon the real and per
sonal property o f the new district, the same as if  said new 
district had never been organized; provided, that the county 
superintendent may for good cause extend the said six (6) -
months to eight (8) months. Said time o f limitations shall 
begin to run from the time o f the .meeting at which it was 
voted to organize the district. That whenever any district 
shall, for the period o f one year, fail to maintain a school 

•and to keep up Its organization o f officers, as required by 
law, the county superintendent shall declare such district 
annulled, and its territory may, by him, be attached to ■ 
other districts, upon petition o f the heads o f families within 
such territory. '

2477. Sec. 31.' A  joint school district may be formed 
from territory belonging to two or more contiguous coun* &  formed? ’ 
ties. For the purpose o f  organizing a joint district, the«=pa™ii ¡e«h. 
same preliminary steps shall be taken, and the same course 
pursued, as is provided for the organization o f other dis- ■
tricts, in sections twenty-seven {27) and twenty-eight ( 28).
Such district shall be designated as “ joint district number
------,-of the counties of----------and------ ,” and shall' be so
numbered that it shall have the same number in all the 
counties from which it is formed. The petition required 

. by section twenty-seven (27)  shall be made to each county 
superintendent interested, who shall unite in forming such 
district; provided, that the school census, the record o f 
attendance at school, the assessing o f property, the collection 

103
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o f taxes, and all other acts which from their nature should 
be separately kept, shall be kept and done, and the reports 
thereof made as if each portion o f said joint district belong
ing to each county were an-entire district in the respective 
counties. The teachers o f such joint district shall have a 
certificate from the superintendent o f the county in which 
the school house is located. '

New districts to 2478. Sec. 32. When a new district is formed from 
ofmiSyfbii one or more old ones it shall be entitled to a just share of 
begins.a RChofil the school moneys remaining to the credit o f the old dis

trict or districts, after deducting for the payment o f all 
outstanding debts, excepting debts incurred for building 
and furnishing school houses; provided, that no money 
shall be apportioned to such new district until a school 
shall have been commenced therein in good faith;

Contiguous dis
tricts may fbrfit; 
committee elect
ed from joint 
boards; county 
superintendent a 
member of 
committee*

T  enure of office ; 
vacancies how 
filled ; compen
sation of secre
tary.

U N IO N  H IGH SCHOOL.

3479, Sec. 33. Whenever the school boards o f two 
(2)  or more contiguous school districts shall each deem it 
advisable to establish a union high school, the county 
superintendent shall, at the request o f two (2)  o f  the secre
taries o f the boards, call a meeting o f the boards interested,- 
by giving personal notice to each member; which meeting 
shall elect by ballot from among the members of said 
boards, i f  a majority o f  the members o f  each board are 
present, a committee o f  three ( 3), £0 be known as the high 
school committee o f  such union school. The county 
superintendent shall be ex-officio an additional member of 
said committee, and shall preside at the meetings thereof. 
There shall be elected a secretary o f  such committee, and, 
i f  need be, a treasurer. ■

2480, Sec. 34. The members o f said high school 
committee shall hold the office for and during the term 
they are members o f  their respective boards. A ll va
cancies in said committee, other than such as are caused 
by the expiration o f the term o f office, shall be filled by 
the school board o f which the person so vacating'was a 
member. The secretary shall be elected annually, and 
may receive such compensation as the committee shall 

deem proper to allow. ■
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2481. Sec. 35. The regular meetings o f the high R cbiiIh  meet- 

school committee shall be held on the first Saturday o f meetings. 

March, June, September .and December o f each year, and ■ 
speciat meetings may be held at any time upon the call o f
the county superintendent, or of two (2) members o f the 
committee. . .

2482. Sec. 36. Said committee shall exercise all the aüJdti_ 
powers and perform ail the duties, with reference to said
high school, that are accorded to and required o f school 
boards throughout the state, as provided in section fifty 
( 50) o f this act, and shall have power to establish and 
prescribe the qualifications and manner o f  examination for 
admittance to the high school.

2483. SÈc. 37. A fter the first establishment o f such a
union high school, it shall be maintained until the then offi£°™3£h

, '  t School fir&lyear,
next regular apportionment o f the county school fund, as 
follows: each district shall draw from its school fund and ! 'r: d=®cit.ht>w made up.
cause to be placed to the credit o f high school fund such 
part of the whole expenses as shall be proportioned to the 
number o f pupils attendant at such high school from'such 
district. A fter the first year, or part o f  a year, so as above 
provided for, the said high school shall, so far as practic
able, be rated as a separate district It shall be entitled to 
draw from the general state and county funds its quota for 
attendance, as provided by section seventy-two (72) o f  this 
act, and the deficit shall be made up from the several 
district funds in proportion to the number o f pupils from 
each district who attended said high school during the 
then past year.

2484. Sec. 38. The high school may be maintained ri<,ejKJ„ hom. 
during forty (40) weeks in each year, and shall be free to all { ¡ ¡ S '”"1 fcrt"5' 
children in the county who are qualified for admission, 
according to the requirements prescribed by thé committee,
and whose districts contribute to its support.

2485. Sec. .39. Every district in the county which con- wh<j hall  ̂
tributes to the support and patronage o f said high school,
shall, by its board o f directors, be entitled to a voice in the 
election o f members o f the committee.

8IÇ, .
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SCHOOL D ISTRICTS, OFFICERS AND  ELECTIONS.

2486. Sec. 40. Each regular organized school district
Each district a °  “
lody corporate, heretofore Formed, or that maybe formed, as provided in this 

act, is hereby declared to be a body corporate, by the name
and style o f  school district N o ,------ , In the county o f ------ ,
and state o f  Colorado, and in that name may hold property 
and be a party to suits and contracts, the same as municipal 
corporations In this state.

2487. Sec. 4 1 . There shall be elected in each school 
à».™.'of'dS-n; district o f this state, annually, and ill the manner prescribed 
to pîp“£tïmT® ih section forty-four (44) o f  this act, aboard o f directors. 
0™ni2atit>n'di The number of persons that shall constitute each board of

directors shall be determined as follows: The school districts 
shall be classified into first ( 1st), second (2d )'and third (3d) 
classes; districts containing a school population o f more 
than one thousand ( 1 ,000), shall be denominated districts of 

' thé first ( 1st) class; districts containing a school population 
o f three hundred and fifty (350) and not exceeding one 
thousand, shall be denominated districts o f the second 
class; and districts containing a population o f less than 
three hundred and fifty, shall be denominated districts of 

■ the third class. A t  the next regular election hereafter, as 
provided in section forty-four (44) o f this act, all districts of 
the first ( 1st) class shall elect by  ballot two (2) directors for 
three (3) years,.two { 2) directors for two ( 2) years, and two 
(2) directors for one year, and annually thereafter there shall 
be elected two (2)  directors for three (3) years. A l l  districts 
o f the second and third classes shall elect one ( 1)  president 
for three (3) years, one ( 1) secretary for { 2) years, and one 
( 1) treasurer for one ( 1)  year, and annually , thereafter there 
shall be elected for three (3)  years a person to fill the vacancy 
occurring. School boards o f the first class shall, at their 
first meeting after their election, elect a president who shall 
be a -  member o f  the board, a secretary who may or may 
not not be a' member o f  the board, and a treasurer who 
shall not be a member o f  the board; who shall each hold 
office for one year or until his successor is elected and 
qualified. . In districts o f  the first and second classes, the 
boards, after organization, shall exercise all the power given 
to the electors o f  districts o f the third class as specified in
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section sixty-two (62)  o f  this act; provided, that all districts 
organized under the territorial law o f A . D. 1876, shall elect 
at the next regular election, only such district officers as 
may may be necessary to fill the vacancies occurring under
the provisions o f said law ,'

2488. Sec. 42. Every school district in the state, which Pr555C{0 nU 
now exercises the prerogatives o f  a school district, and th e '1*1™ ^ i l 
legality o f whose formation or organization has not been 
legally denied, and which has a board o f school directors, 
duly qualified according to the usual method; and has 
exercised the rights and enjoyed the privileges o f  a legally 
and regularly established district for one ( 1) year, shall be 
and is hereby declared to be a legal school district.

248?. Sec. 43. AH  school. districts now formed or 
which may hereafter be formed, which shall continue to »a-*"1“ *•*■“*• 
exerclse, undisputed, the prerogatives and enjoy the privi
leges o f a legally formed district for the period o f one 
year next succeeding the election o f its officers, shall be 
deemed to be a legally formed district, and its legality 
shall not thereafter be questioned. .

2400, Sec. 44, The regular election for electing mem
bers o f  the school board, shall be held annually in each An!U111 elKtw"' 
district on the first Monday in May, at which time it shall be ' 
lawful to transact any business pertaining to schools and 
school interests. , The secretary o f each school board shall. * 
cause written or printed notices to be posted, specifying the Not-ieo- 
day and the place o f  such election, and the ‘time during 
which the ballot box shall be kept open, not less, however, 
than three hours, and further specifying at what hour any iSiSihSm?1”  
other business shall be transacted. Said notices shall'be 
posted in at least three public places in the district, one o f 
which shall be the school house, i f  there be one, at least 
six days previous to the time o f the election. I f  the secretary 
fail to give such notice, then any two {2) legal voters Notice by m  
residing in the district may give such notice, over their own 
names, and such election may be held after the day fixed 
by this act for such election. A ll elections shall be by ^  electioM bj 
ballot, and in the absence o f a notice specifying the hour, h*"“ - 
the ballot box shall be opened at nine (9) o’clock a . M., and 
closed at four (4}  o’clock p,. m.

821
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2491. Sec. 45. Every elector legally qualified to vote 
at a general election, having been a resident of the school 
district for thirty (30) days next preceding the day o f election, 
and who shall have paid all school taxes assessed against 
him, shall be entitled to vote; provided, that no person 
shall be denied the right to vote at any school district 
election, or to hold any school district office on account of 
sex. Any person offering to vote, may be challenged by 
any legally qualified elector o f  the district, and any one of 
judges o f  the election shall thereupon administer to the 
person challenged an oath', as follows: “ You do swear (or 
.affirm) that you are a citizen o f the United States, or that 
you have declared your intention to become such; that you 
have resided in this state o f Colorado six months immediately 
preceding this election; that you are twenty-one years of 
age ; that you have resided in this district thirty days next 
preceding this e le c t io n th a t there are no unpaid school 
taxes assessed against you; and that you have not voted at 
this election, so help you God, (or under the pains and 
penalties o f perjury).'’ I f  he shall refuse to take such oath" 
or affirmation, his vote shall be rejected. And any person 
guilty o f voting illegally, shall be pi nished as provided in 
the general election law o f this state. The president, 
secretary and treasurer o f the district school board, shall 
act as judges o f  the election, and should any o f them be 
absent at the opening o f the polls, the electors present shall 
appoint a legal voter to fill the vacancy.

2492. Sec. 46. Immediately after the closing o f the 
polls, the judges shall proceed to count the votes, and the 
person or persons qualified to be elected, who shall receive 
the largest number o f  votes, shall be declared elected. If,, 
for any cause, no election be held at the regular time, or if 
upon counting the votes there be a tie vote for any one or 
mo're o f the offices, a special election shall be called by the 
board within ten (to ) days, and notice thereof given as re
quired in section forty-four (44) o f  this act. A  failure to 
give the prescribed notice'of such special election shall ren
der the election void.

2493. Sec. 47. The directors shall each, within twenty 
(20) days after his or her election, appear before some officer

822 g en eral  la w s .
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authorized to administer oaths, and take oath he or she will Oath of office, 
faithfully perform the duties o f hfs or her office [as] required 
by law, which oath shall be filed with the county superin- „„

'  I _ , _ * Where fired,
tendent, and in case o f  failure so to qualify, his or her office 
shall be deemed vacant, and the county superintendent shall VtCiT[<.y liüw 
appoint another and suitable person, who shall qualify imr 
mediately. The treasurer o f each board shall give a bond Treail..,.r., 
in double the amount o f money liable to come into h isbtmd- 
hands, said bond to be approved by and filed with the coun
ty superintendent." The directors elect shall take office im
mediately after qualifying, as aforesaid. . . \

2494. Sec. 48. Any school board shatl have power to
make such by-laws for their own government and for the boi!Swabs' 
government o f the public schools under flieir charge, as 
they may deem expedient, not inconsistent with the. provis
ions o f this act, or the instructions o f the superintendent of 
public instruction. District boards o f the first class shall Vacanc!cs in 
also have power to fill any vacancy which may occur in the J'“ ™1’  "r 6m 
board until the regular election, at which time the vacancy 
shall be filled for the unexpired term,

2495. Sec. 49. The regular meeting o f  each board
shall be held on the last Saturday o f March, June, Septem- £gfu,' r mcet" 
ber and December. T h e 'board may, however, hold such 
other regular, special or adjourned meetings as they may Spt lal i 
from time to time determine, or as may be specified in their , 
by-laws. - . : .

2496. ' Sec. 50. Every school board, unless otherwise b Jnd dll
especially provided by law, shall have power, and it shall ti« of boards, 
be their duty: .

First— To employ or discharge teachers, mechanics, and Tmplnyl..;l, 
laborers, and to fix, allow and order paid their salaries and 
compensation, and the compensation o f the secretary andc<,!BJ,msati3i,oi 
treasurer o f the board, and to determine the rate o f  tuition "a’” ' 
for non-resident pupils.

Second—To enforce the rules and genera! regulations o f
Fix course o t

the state superintendent, to fix the course o f study, the ex-study, 
ercises and' the kind o f text-books to be used ; provided, that Test boots, 
but one kind o f text-book o f the same grade or branch ofoj^ua™, 
study shall be.used in the same department o f a school, and 
that after the adoption o f any book, it shall not be changed

A
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in less than four years, unless the price thereof shall be un
warrantably advanced, or the mechanical quality lowered, 
or the supply stopped.

Third— To provide for school furniture, and for every
thing needed in the school house, or for the use o f  the school 
board.
. Fourth— To rent, repair and insure school houses.

Fifth— T o  build or remove school houses, and to purchase 
or sell school lots, when directed' by a vote o f the district 
so to do.

Sixth— To hold in trust for their district all real or per
sonal property for the benefit o f  the school thereof.

Seventh— T o  suspend or expel pupils from school who 
refuse to obey thé rules thereof, and to exclude from school, 
children under six years o f  age.

Eighth— To determine the number o f teachers that shall 
be employed and length o f time over and above three (3) 
months that the school shall be kept ; to fix the time for 
the opening or closing o f school, and for the dismissal of 
primary pupils before the regular time for .closing schools.

N inth— To provide books for indigent children, on the 
written statement o f  the teacher, that the parents o f  such 
children are not able to purchase them.

Tenth— T o  require all pupils to be furnished with the 
proper and suitable books as a condition o f membership in 

school.“
Eleventh— To exclude from schools, and school libraries, 

all books, tracts, papers or catechisms o f a sectarian nature.
Twelfth—-To require teachers to conform to the law.
Thirteenth— T o  make an annual report as required by 

law, to the county superintendent, on or before the tenth 
day o f September in each year, in the manner and form and 
on the blanks prescribed and furnished by the superintend
ent o f  public instruction.

Fourteenth— To make a report directly to the state super
intendent whenever instructed [b y ] him so to do.

Fifteenth— The school board o f any district may, with the 
concurrence o f the board o f an adjoining district or districts, 
admit pup]Is from either o f said districts to a echool within 
their own district; but said pupils shall be enumerated in
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their respective districts, and the portion o f the sctiool 
money to which they may be entitled by such enumeration 
shall be applied to the support o f [the] said school where ■ 
they shall attend.

2497. Sec. 51. The school board o f districts o f the_ .
first and second classes shall have the power to establish hi*i
separate high school whenever they shall deem it expe
dient or necessary, and shall have power to determine the 
qualifications for admission to such school, and shall exer
cise all the powers with reference to such high school which
are accorded to them in relation to the schools o f lower
grade. Provided, that no school board shall build or leaseHataiidhii (
any building especially for such high school, unless author-lhe diitric*.
¡zed to do so by a vote o f  the district, as provided in section • 
sixty-two (62) o f this act.

2498. Sec. 52: ‘ The president, when present, shall pre-DlltiK of presi_ 
side at all meetings o f the board and o f the district, sign a ll11“ 1- 
orders on the district or county treasurer for the payment
of money, and shall appear in behalf o f his district in alt 
suits brought by or against the same; but when he is indi
vidually a party, this duty shall be performed by the secre- 

. tary. , . ,
2499. Sec. 53. The secretary shall record all proceed

ings o f the board and o f the district meetings in separate 
books kept for that purpose; shall preserve copies o f a llKci y*oorda 
reports made to the county superintendent; shall file a llPreitIVĈ  41e ■ 
papers transmitted to him by other school officers pertain
ing to the business o f the district, and shall countersign all courusrsien 01- 
drafts, warrants or orders drawn by the president, and shall re*lst“  
keep a register o f all orders drawn on the bounty or district 
treasurer, showing the number o f the order, date, name o f
the person in whose favor drawn, for what purpose, and the 
amount; and shall,-from time to time, furnish the district 
treasurer with a transcript o f the same. Immediately after Report names to

L ,  . county sup t.
the election o f the board o f directors, as provided by this 
act, he shall transmit to the county superintendent a state
ment giving the name and postoffice address o f  the presi
dent, secretary, and treasurer, respectively, o f  the board o f 
directors, as aforesaid. He shall, between the twentieth 
(20th) o f June and tenth (lo th ) o f July o f  each year take 

104

Secretary,
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Taks ccnsm. and keep and record a list, alphabetically arranged, o f the 
names o f all persons residing in the district between the 
ages o f six (6) and twenty-one (21)  years, and shall deliver 
a copy o f the same to the principal teacher o f  each school 
in the district. The census list shall be sworn to as correct 

s.™  to »me. by the person taking the same, and a copy thereof filed with 
the county superintendent. I f  the same person is found to 
be listed in more than one district, he or she shall be counted 
as belonging to the district where he or she shall or may 
attend school.

2500, Sec. 54- A ll  children who may be temporarily 
rarli/aCsi™11”" absent from their district attending boarding schools or

private seminaries, shall be included in the census list so 
. taken, and shall not be taken by the secretary o f the dis

trict where they may be.
2501. Sec. 55, The secretary shall keep an accurate 

account o f  the expenses incurred by the district, and shall 
present the same to the board whenever called upon. He 
shall give the required notice o f  all regular and special 
meetings, as herein authorized. On or before the tenth 
day of September o f  each year, he shall make out and file 
in the office o f  the county'superintendent, a report o f the 
affairs o f  the district containing:

First— The number o f  persons, male and female, each, in 
his district, between the ages o f  six (6)  and twenty-one { 21) 
years.

Second— The number o f schools, and the branches taught 
in each.

Third—The number o f  pupils in each school.
Fourth— The number o f  teachers employed in each 

school, and the compensation o f each per month.
Fifth— The number o f days the school was taught during 

the year then past, and by whom. .
jSixth— The number o f  pupils enrolled during the year, 

the average daily attendance, and the average number be
longing to the school.

Seventh— The average-cost o f tuition per month, for each . 
pupil, based on the average number belonging to the school. 

Eighth— Text books used in each school. ' _
N inth— The  number o f  volumes in the library o f each 

school.

.Keep accounts.

Annual report.

Items,



Tenth— The aggregate amount paid teachers during the 
year, and the average monthly pay o f teachers.

Eieventh^-Thn number o f public school houses, and the 1 
estimated value o f each.
. Twelfth— The amount raised in the district, by tax, for 
the erection o f school houses.

Thirteenth— T̂he amount raised by subscription, or by 
other means than by tax. .

Fourteenth— The amount o f special tax levied for the 
support o f schools. ■

Fifteenth— Thé amount o f  money on hand at the begin
, ning o f the year then past. . ■

Sixteenth— The amount o f money received from all other 
sources than those herein specified.

Should the secretary fed to file his report, as above F fc.( far 
directed, he shall forfeit the sum o f one hundred (too ) dol
lars, and shall make good all loss resulting to the district, 
from such failure. ,

2502. Sec. 56. The secretary shall render a statementEeodCTi[>le.
of the condition o f the finances, as shown by the books, at "  b0*nL 
any time when required by the school board, and his books fp°“ s ' 
shall always be open for inspection. .

2503. Sec. 57. It shall be the duty o f  the treasurer to t _ 
take charge o f all moneys received by him, from orders on am«, 
the county treasurer, and from all other sources, to pay out CusBd:an ar 
the same upon the order of the president, countersigned
by the secretary ; he shall keep an account o f  the receipts Ktsp 3„ auMs_ 
and expenditure^ thereof, in a book provided for such pur
pose; he shall render a statement o f  the finances o f  the R„ derfinaBc:i, 
district, as shown by the records o f his office, at any time 
when required by the board. For a failure to perform 
any o f the duties o f  his office, when directed by the board, luuik. ’ 
he shall be liable on his bond, and shall make good all loss 
resulting to the district from such failure. . -

2504. Sec. 58. N o  superintendent or district o f f i c e r of diity 
shall receive any compensation, who has neglected o r 1 >u«d™a»sr. 
refused to perform any duty required by law, and any dis
trict officer so neglecting or refusing, when specially, d irected
by a majority o f the district board, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor; and it shall be deemed a violation of

GENERAI. LAV'S, 8 2 7
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law for any person to draw or sign a warrant for the pay
ment o f such delinquent officer, and any person so signing 
a warrant shall be liable in double the amount o f such 
warrant.

TEACHERS.

2505. Sec. 59. No district board shall employ any 
person to teach in any o f the public schools o f the state, 
unless such person shall have a license to teach, issued 
from the proper county or state authority, and in full force 
at the date o f  employment; and any teacher who shall 
commence teaching in any such school, without such , 
license, shall forfeit all claim to compensation out o f the 
school fund, for the term so teaching without such license. 
And if a teacher's license shall expire by its own limitation 

.within a term o f employment, such expiration shall not 
have the effect to stop the school, or stop the teacher’s pay; 
provided, that a teacher whose certificate so expires, shall, 
at the first regular examination, or before, secure a renewal 
thereof or a new certificate. N o  teacher shall be dismissed 
without due notice, and upon good cause shown; and such 
teacher shall be entitled to receive pay for services rendered.

2506. Sec. 60. The principal teacher of every public 
school in this state shall, at the commencement o f such 
school, notify the county superintendent o f  such com
mencement, and at the expiration o f each term of service 
furnish a complete report to the school board o f his dis
trict, verified by affidavits, showing the length o f the school 
term, in days actually taught, including national holidays 
that occur during the weekly sessions; the number of 
teachers employed, male and female; the number o f  pupils 
enrolled during the term, distinguishing between males 
and females; the average daily attendance; the average 
number belonging; branches pursued and text books used. 
Besides such term records and reports the principal teacher 
shall keep a registry in a suitable book, which shall be 
furnished by the board, which shall show, alphabetically 
arranged, males and females 'separately, the name, age, 
parent or guardian, date o f enrollment, number o f days 
attendance during each term, and total number o f days
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attendance o f each pupil during each school year, be
ginning September first ( 1st). The affidavit above men- 
honed may be taken by the president o f  the school board, 
and it shall further be the duty o f every teacher in a public ■
school to report to the district secretary and also to the „* *  Report to seerr*
county superintendent the average number o f  pupils be
longing to his or her school for the term; provided, that in 
graded schools the subordinate teachers shall make such 
report to the principal or superintendent o f  such school, ^rts^nii^si. 
who shall forward to the district secretary and also to the 
county superintendent an abstractor such reports; and until 
such reports shall have been filed, and such yearly registry 
made, the president shall not draw his warrant for the last 
month's salary o f  the teacher. The average number be
longing shall be determined at the close o f each week, as a™ «*  "“« i ’"

belonging.
follows: In all cases o f absence from school, whether with 
intention o f returning or not, whether the absence be occa
sioned by sickness or other causes, including suspeusion o f 
pupils, but excepting only the cases o f  transfer to some 
other school in the same system, the pupil’s name shall be .
kept on the roll as belonging for three whole days and 
dropped uniformly in case he does not return on the 
seventh half day; but a pupil who recites lessons in school 
shall be considered as belonging for the day although the 
lessons may have been studied elsewhere. The average 
number belonging for the term shall be found by dividing Howobt.uitd. 

the sum o f the weekly averages by the number o f weeks in . 
the term. It shall be the duty o f each successive teacher 
to keep the said annual registry, as above specified, for the ¡'¡¡“ „'dt 
time that such teacher has charge o f the school, and th er<" the f“M ytlr- 
teacher who shall be teaching at the close o f the last term 
of each school year shall, in the annual report, include all 
statistics from the school register for the entire school year, 
notwithstanding any previous report for a part o f  the year.

SPECIAL D ISTR IC T MEETINGS. ■

2507. Sec. 6i . In any district o f the third class the
- „  . Directors to call

board o f directors may at any time call a special meeting j j j^ ^ cL*w 
of the electors o f such district for- any o f the purposes spec
ified in section sixty-two (62)  o f  this act, and it shall be
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their duty to call such meeting, if petitioned so to do by I 
tpn ( 10) legal voters o f  the district. Notices specifying the 
time, place and object o f such meeting, shall be posted in 
three (3)  public places, one o f which shall be at the place 
o f meeting at least twenty (20) .days prior to the time of 
holding such meeting,

2508. Sec. 62. The qualified electors o f  districts o f the
third class, when assembled at any regular or special meet
ing, shall have power: >

First— To appoint a chairman and secretary in the absence ' 1 
o f the regular officers. ■

Second— To adjourn from time to time, as occasion may ] 
require. \

Third— To fix the site for each school house, taking into 
Consideration in doing so the wants and necessities o f  the 
people o f  each portion o f the district.

Fourth— T o  order such tax on taxable property o f  the 
district as the meeting shall deem sufficient for any o f the ! 
following purposes: T o  pay teachers; to purchase or lease 
a suitable site for a school house or school houses; to build, ' 
rent or purchase a school house or school houses, and to 
keep in repair and furnish the same.with the necessary fuel j 
and appendages; for procuring libraries for the schools, 
books and stationery for the use o f  the board and district 
meetings, and to defray all other contingent expenses o f  the | 
district. ' >

F ifth— To direct the sale or other disposition to be made i 
o f any school house, or the site thereof, and o f such other \ 
property, real or personal, as may belong to the district, 
and to direct the manner in which the proceeds arising there- 1 
from shall be applied.

Sixth— T o  transact generally such business as may tend 
to promote the cause o f education, in accordance with the 
provisions o f this act.
. Seventh— To adopt any rules o f  order for the government 
o f  district meetings, not incompatible with the provisions 
o f this act, and to alter and change the same from time to 
time, as occasion may require.

2509. Sec. 63. The county commissioners shall, at the time 
o f levying the tax for county purposes, cause to be levied a

830
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tax for the support o f  schools within the county of not .less County commii- 

than two (2) mills on the dollar, and not more than ten (ip ) 
mills on the dollar o f  the assessed value o f all the taxable 
property, real and personal, within the county; which tax , 
shall be collected by the county treasurer at the same tim eTitisiira 
and in the same manner as state and county taxes are col-CJllKt- 
kcted, except that it shall be receivable only in cash.

2510. Sec. 64. No countyclerk orother person who shall Countyclcrk ■ 
make out the tax list or assessment roll o f any county, shall
omit or neglect to levy said tax o f two (2) 'mills, as aforesaid, 
by reason o f the omission o f the board o f county commis
sioners to pass a resolution for that purpose. Failure to 
levy a tax o f  at least two (2) mills, as above specified,.shall 
be deemed a violation o f the law, and the person or persons Forfeit for (» ¡1- 

through whose neglect or refusal the failure so to levy shall*1 
occur, shall forfeit the sum o f one hundred ( 100) dollars 
each, and be liable for all damages resulting from such neg
lect or failure. , ■

2511. Sec. 65. The county treasurer shall, on or before Couatjrtrealur. 
the first day o f January, April, July and Octuber, o f each
year, certify the amount o f said tax which shall have been 
collected, and the amount o f  any other county school qu3r,!'lT' 
money, then in the county treasury, to the county superin
tendent, and shall render him a statement o f the amount 
uncollected. The amount unpaid shall be collected at any ■ 
subsequent time, as delinquent taxes are collected, and shal] DtiioqiKMuses 

be certified to the county superintendent as aforesaid.
Should the treasurer fail at any time to pay over the tax as 
herein provided, he shall forfeit the sum o f one hundred 
(too ) dollars, and 'double damages, to be collected on b is [° !r' ' lt*Ild<lam- 
official bond; suit to be brought by the county superin
tendent, for the benefit o f his county [school fundj.

SPECIAL SCHOOL FUND.

. 2512. Sec. 66. On or before the day designated by law
for the commissioners o f each county to levy the requisitenociy county °

, . ,. i t #  1 • 1 commissioners.
taxes for the then ensuing year, the school board in each 
district o f  the first and second classes, and the school .

■boards o f the districts o f'th e  third class that may have 
voted to raise a special school or building fund, shall certify
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To be levied 
same a s other 
taxes,

Cash only.

to the county commissioners the number o f  mills per dollar 
which it is necessary to levy on the taxable property o f  the 
district, to raise the said special fund, and the commissioners 
shall cause the same to be levied at the same time that 
other taxes are levied, and the amount o f such special tax 
which shall be assessed to each taxpayer o f such district 
shall be placed in a separate column o f the tax book, which 

, shall be headed “ Special School Tax," There shall also be
»  column in said tax book in which shall be designated the 
number o f the school district in which the property is 
listed. This tax shall be collected in cash only, and placed 
to the credit o f the proper district, as fast as collected, and 
the amount placed to the credit o f each district, shall be 
reported to the president o f  .such district at the end of 
every month, and shall be subject to the order o f  the 
district board. It is hereby made the duty o f  the county 

county treasurer to so arrange their tax 
schedules and books as to conform to the above provisions; 

where pfoptn̂ provided, that the county assessor shall list all property, 
is listed. ^ otj1 rea[ anfj  person^ ;n the school district in which the 

same may be at the time any school tax may be levied.
2513, Sec. 67. It shall be the duty o f the county 

Imc™ "treasurer to open and keep separate accounts with each 
disirici. 1 ‘ school district in his county, and hold the funds o f each

, district, subject to the legal drafts o f  the president, as
provided by  section fifty-two ( 52) o f  this act.

county Lrea5-jrer aSSGSSOf a n d  
to arrange books

, P E N A L  FUND. .

2514, Sec. 68, A ll fines, penalties and forfeitures pro- 
Fmcs under th,s hy this act maybe recovered by action o f debt, in the 

name o f the people o f  the state o f  Colorado, for the use o f 
the proper school district or county,1 and shall, when they 
accrue, belong to the respective districts or counties, in 
wtych the same may have been incurred; and the county 
treasurers, for their counties, are hereby authorized to re-, 
ceive and cause to be placed to the proper credit such 
forfeitures. Except as otherwise provided by law, all sums 

, o f  money derived from fines imposed for violation o f orders
o f injunction, mandamus and other like writs or for con
tempt o f  court, shall be paid into the school fund o f the
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county wherein the contempt or such violation was com- oi
mitted; and the clear proceeds o f all fines collected within M°" 
the several counties o f the state for breach o f the penal p™ i fin«, 
laws, and all funds arising from the sale o f lost goods and 
estrays, shall be paid over in cash by the person collecting Fslrjyl 
the same, within twenty (20)  days after the collection, to the 
county treasurer o f the county in which the same have ac
crued, and shall be by him credited to the general county 
school fund. He shall indicate in such entry the source 
from which such money was derived.' Any officer or per
son collecting or receiving any such fines, forfeitures or Forfeiture for 

other moneys, and refusing and [o r ] failing to pay over the oUr" Fa' 
same, as required by law, shall forfeit double the amount 
so withheld and interest thereon at the rate o f five ( 5) per 
cent, per month during the time o f so withholding the 
same; and it shall be a special duty o f  the county super-CmmlJsu 
intendent o f  schools to supervise and see that the p ro v is -*^ ^ "” “ )” 1“ 
ions o f this section are fully complied with, and report 

[thereupon to the county commissioners semi-annually or 
oftener, if required by them.

SPECIAL BU ILD ING  FUND.

2515. Sec. 6q. A  special building fund for building, 
leasing, purchasing, repairing, enlarging or furnishing . 
school buildings or purchasing grounds, may be raised, 
levied, assessed and collected, in the same manner as is 
provided in this act for special school fund and; kept Kjpl MP1IUS 
separate from all other funds, and as fast as collected shall1
be subject to the order o f  the proper district board; pro
vided, that it shalhnot be lawful to reconsider the question 
of the levy o f  said tax after the same has been certified to 
the county commissioners.

2516. Sec. 70. It shall be deemed illegal fdr any per-m u fowl* m*y
•   ̂ - . . • , , . , not be used for

son or persons to appropriate, or cause to be used, any por- building, 
tion o f the state, county, special school or penal fund, for 
the purpose o f building, furnishing or erecting additions to 
any school house, or for the purchase or improvement of 
any school house, site or lot; provided, that if any portion 
of the aforesaid school funds remain to the credit o f  any 
district after the payment o f all expenses necessary to the 

10J
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Balance «rter support o f a public school for a period o f ten months in 
school. any one year in said' district, it shall be lawful for the dis

trict board to use such balance for any o f the purposes 
provided for in section fifty { 50) o f  this act.

APPO R TIO N M E N T OF SCHOOL FUND.

First Monday of 
October.

Forfeiture re
ferred to state 
superintendent.

2517. Sec. 7 1 . On or before the first Monday o f Octo
ber next, after having received the reports from the secreta
ries o f the several .districts, as provided to section fifty-five 
( 55) o f this act, and annually thereafter, the county superin
tendent’ o f  each county shall estimate what proportion o f the 
general school fund,.which may be distributed during the

. then current year among the districts o f his county, shall 
. belong to each district. ' .- ' '

2518. Sec. 72. The county superintendent shall appor-
Apportioned ac- * *  ■ i  A
covins to census tion the said fund among the districts entitled to the same 

according to the number o f persons o f school age,- as 
shown by the census list o f  the several districts. He shall, 
after such apportionment is ascertained, proceed as directed ' 
in section nineteen ( 19) o f this act.

2519. Sec. 73. Whenever a school district shall have 
forfeited or been deprived o f the whole or any part o f an 
apportionment, i f  it can be shown to the satisfaction o f the 
state superintendent o f  public instruction, that such for
feiture or deprivation was caused by accident, mistake or 
extraordinary occurrence, he may, upon the application o f 
such district, direct and authorize the county superinten
dent to make an equitable allowance to such district. .

2520. Sec. 74. A fte r  the first day o f September, A, 
D., 1877, no district shall be entitled to-receive, nor shall

sixty days, soli- it receive any portion o f the general or county school fond 
days incuded. un]ess there was maintained in such district, during the 

year next preceding the time Of apportionment, a school 
undfer the charge o f a licensed teacher, or a succession o f 
licensed teachers, for and during sixty (60) school days. 
A l l  legal and national holidays, and all days not exceeding 
six that the school may have been suspended by reason of 
the attendance o f teachers upon teachers’ institutes, shall 
be included in the sixty (60) days aforesaid; provided, that 
such holidays and such institutes occurred during the reg-

No district en
titled to money 
unless it has a 
school at least
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ular term o f the school; provided, further, that the provis- Not apply w 
ions o f this section shall not apply to a new district until * 
after the ¡apse o f one year from the date o f  its organiza
tion. ;

SCHOOLS.

■ 2521. Sec. 75 . A  public school is hereby defined to PtsM;c sLchMl
be a school that derives its support entirely, or in part, ■ 
from moneys raised by a general state, county or district 
tax. . *

, 2522. Sec. 76. Every public school, except the high open to ail
school shall be open for the admission o f all children be- district, 
tweeri the ages of six (6) and twenty-one (21) years, resid
ing in that school district during at least three school 
months in each year, and the school board shall have ' 
power to admit adults and children not residing in the dis- cyMr-nfrom„ . other districts.
trict, 11. they see fit so to do, and to fix the terms o f such ' 
admission.

2523. Sec. 77. ' The public schools o f this state- shall c , .
be taught in the English language, and the boards shall ll"‘
provide to have taught in them the branches, specified in
section fifteen ( 15)  o f this act, and such other branches o f 
learning and other languages as they may deem expedient; 
and whenever the parents or guardians o f twenty or more 
pupils in attendance at any school shall so demand, it shall 
be the duty o f the board to procure efficient instructors 
and introduce the German and Spanish, or either language, German »nd

,  r  t=> b  S p an ish  taught
and gymnastics, as a branch of study, into such school; f r o - by tapm. 
vided, that such demand is made before the teacher or 
teachers are employed for the ensuing term. ■ -

2524. Sec. 78. The school year shall begin on the Schfcl
first day o f September and end on the thirty-first day of 
August. A  school month shall be four weeks, a school 
week five days, and a school day shall not exceed six hours, Dl!r' 
excluding the time o f intermission at noon. -

2525. Sec, yg. A  school census is hereby defined to school ccwk. 
be a census embracing all persons between the ages of six
and twenty-one years. School age is hereby defined to be School age. 
any age over six and under twenty-one years.

S3J
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TEACHERS* IN STITU TE .

2526. Sec. So: Whenever reasonable assurance shall 
be given by the county superintendents o f two, or more 

Twcntr.fWc counties in any judicial district, to the superintendent of 
dkMahBia. 'public instruction, that not less than twenty-five teachers 

. in said district desire to assemble for the purpose o f  hold- 
NMtnti.i ing a teachers' institute, to remain in session not less than 

five working days, he. shall appoint the time and place o f 
said meeting, and give due notice thereof to the county 
superintendents o f  all the counties in said district, and for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses o f said institute the 
said state superintendent is hereby authorized to draw out 
o f  any moneys in the state treasury, appropriated to this 

On,hundred* * purpose, a sum not exceeding one hundred ( 100). dol- 
?oeaSd™ict Jars annually for one such institute in said judicial dis

trict, and shall transmit the same to the county superinten
dent in whose county the institute shall be held, who shall 
defray the necessary expenses o f the institute, and if any 
balance remains he shall refund the same into the state 
treasury .within ten days after the dose o f the institute 

„  , . aforesaid. Whenever any such institute is in session theBoards may ‘ J
close schoo|s or. boards o f directors o f such schools as may be in session 

at the time, may close the schools during its sessions, i f  
they deem it advisable, and permit the teachers thereof to 
attend such institute; and the pay o f such teachers while 
attending the institute shall continue the same as though 
such schools had not been closed. .

' 1 ' APPEALS,

Made within 
thirty days*

To COtinty su
perintendent.

By affidavit.

Set forth eitorsg

2527. Sec. 81. An y person aggrieved by any decision 
or order o f  the district board o f directors, in matter o f  law 
or fact, may, within thirty days after the rendition o f such 
decision, or making o f such order, appeal therefrom to the 
county superintendent o f the proper-county.

2528. Sec. 82. The basis o f  the proceeding shall be an 
affidavit, filed by the party aggrieved, with the county super
intendent, within the time for taking the appeal.
' 2529, Sec. 83. The affidavit shall set forth the errors 
complained o f in a plain and concise manner.
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2530. Sec. 84., The county superintendent shall, within Notift.s«K 
five days after the filing o f such affidavit in his office, notify wlthmfl' ' ' iiy l' 
the secretary o f the proper district, in writing, o f  the taking
of such appeal; and the latter shall, within ten days after

t r m * Transcript ft
being thus notified, file in the office o f  the county superin-withm ten
ten dent, a complete transcript o f the record and proceed
ings relating to the decision complained of, which shall be 
certified to be correct by the secretary..

2531. Sec. 85. A fter the filing o f the transcript afore
said, in his office, he shall notify, in writing, all persons NoI,iyl‘llpl’tle‘ 
adversely interested, o f the time and place where the matter
o f the appeal will be heard by him. '

2532. Sec. 86. A t the time thus fixed for hearing, he
shall hear testimony for either party, and for that purpose »Irakis'

. . .  / r 3 ...... f  r
may administer oaths i f  necessary, and he shall make such
decision as may be just and equitable, which shall be final, 
unless appealed from, as hereinafter provided.

2538. Sec. 87. An appeal may be taken from the de-A;lprala tn t.jti 
cision o f the county superintendent to the state board o f5* “"1, 
education, in the same manner as provided in this act, far 
taking appeals from the district board to the county super
intendent as nearly as applicable, except that the said board 
shall give thirty days’ notice o f  the appeal to the county d“y! 
superintendent, and the like notice shall be given the adverse . 
party. The decision o f said board, or a majority o f them, Decision final, 

shall be rendered by the president o f  the"board, and such 
decision, when made, shall be final.

2534, Sec. 88. Nothing in this act shall be so c o r t-^ ..^ ___
strued as to authorize either the county superintendent or mo,*'>rr“ dCT' d' 
the state board, to render a judgment for money; neither
shall they be allowed any other compensation than is 
allowed by law. A ll necessary postage must first be paid 
by the party aggrieved. .

. s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  Ro n d s .

2535. Sec, 89, On the petition o f twenty legal voters . ■
o f any school district, the secretary Of said district shall
give notice, npt less than twenty days before any regular or ¥°t?r!‘ 
special meeting, held under the provisions o f this act, that
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Vole may be 
taken at any 
regular or spec
ial meeting.

None are voters 
but such as have 
paid school tax.

Not to exceed 
three per cent, 
of valuation.

Vote by ballot-,

Interest not to 
exceed twelve 
per cent. .

Redeemable at 
pleasure of 
district.

Payable at 
COUttiy treasur
er's office, or in 
Now York.

Registered in 
county record* 
er’s office.

. County commis
sioners levy all 
bond taxes.

the question o f contracting a bonded debt, for the purpose 
o f erecting and furnishing school buildings, or purchasing 
ground,-will be submitted to such qualified electors o f the 
district as shall have paid a school tax therein in the year 
next preceding the said meeting. The electors aforesaid 
shall first agree, by a 'majority vote on the amount o f  indebt
edness to be created, if any, (but in no case shall such in
debtedness exceed three per cent, o f  the assessed value of 
the property in said district at the assessment next preced
ing the creation o f such indebtedness, and in no case shall 
the aggregate amount o f  bonded indebtedness o f any school 
district exceed three per cent, o f the assessed value o f the 
property o f  such district,) shall then proceed to vote by 
ballot “ for the bonds” or “ against the bonds,”  and the ballot 
box for this purpose shall be kept open as provided in sec
tion forty-four (44.) of this act; and if it appear that a major
ity o f  all the votes cast are "for the bonds," the board o f 
directors, as soon as practicable, shall issue coupon bonds 
o f the district bearing interest not exceeding twelve per 
cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, and redeemable at 
the pleasure o f  the district after five years, and payable 
fifteen years from date; the principal and interest payable 
at the office o f  the treasurer o f the county in which the said 
district may be situated, or the interest may be made pay
able in the city o f New York, at the option o f the holders 
thereof, and the cancelled coupons shall be at the disposal 
o f the district board.

2536. Sec. 90. ■ Whenever any school district shall
issue bonds under the provisions o f this act, all such bonds 
shall, previous to being negotiable, be presented to the 
recorder o f the county, to be duly registered by him in a 
book kept for that purpose in his office, noting the school 
district, amount, time o f payment and rate o f interest, and 
all such bonds shall state on their face that they are issued 
under the provisions o f this act. ■

2537. Sec. 9 1 . Whenever any school district shall 
issue bonds under the provisions o f this act, it shall be the 
duty o f the board o f commissioners o f  the county in which 
said district may be situated, to levy and assess a special 
tax on all the taxable property o f  such district, in amount
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sufficient to pay the interest coupons thereon, when the
sartje shall become due according to their tenor and effect,
and the county treasurer shall collect the same as other
taxes are collected, in cash only, keeping the same separate
from other funds received by him; and if  there shall beany
surplus after paying [the coupons and] the expenses o f
collecting such special tax, the treasurer shall withouttSS!«.*° t° ”
delay pass the same to the. credit o f such school district,
and such fund so passed to the credit o f the district, shall /
be subject to the disposal o f the board o f directors. And
after the expiration o f five years next after the issue o f such
bonds, and annually thereafter until the full payment o f
said bonds, the said county commissioners shall provide by
taxation, and shall collect at least ten per centum and not
more than twenty per centum of the principal o f such bonds, .
which amount shall be assessed and collected the same as
the tax for the payment o f the interest coupons, and when
collected shall be turned over to the treasurer o f such school
district, such money to be used only in the payment o f
such bonds, in manner as follows; The treasurer o f  such ■
school district, immediately after receiving the money asp*iT*ni«nE"rot

* payment,
aforesaid, shall advertise in some newspaper published in 
his county, ii there be a'ny, for four successive weeks, that 
on a certain day named in the advertisement, he will pay 
certain o f the district bonds, said bonds to be described in 
the advertisement by number and amount, and the advertise
ment shall further state that after the day so fixed for 
payment, the interest on the bonds described as aforesaid, 
shall cease and determine. The said payment shall be 

■ made at the office, and in the presence o f the treasurer ofAtcoung n«i. 
the county, who shall cancel the bonds redeemed, and a ' ' '
minute o f  such cancellation shall be made on the books o f ■ 
the county recorder, after which they shall be at the 
disposal o f the district, board. The provisions o f this 
section for levying and collecting taxes, and for the payment 
o f  interest coupons, shall be applicable to all school districts Bond»issued 
that have issued bonds under the provisions o f laws o f the “°»,r ' 
territory o f Colorado.

2538. Sbc. 92, In all districts that have issued bonds 
under the provisions o f the laws o f the territory o f  Colorado,
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Miiii.tr of it- the treasurer o f the district,' immediately after receiving
deeming bonds _ *  w 0
issued undtr the annual installment o f the fund for the redemption o f 

said bonds, as provided in section ninety-one (91), shall go^ 
into the market, and at the lowest price for which he can 
obtain such bonds, shall use such fund in the retiring o f such 

Shan cot pay bonds to the extent o f  such fund; provided, that the said 
c r " .BpreSiim.' treasurer shall not pay more than five per cent, premium on 
invest balance any bonds o f his district, and any balance o f said funds 
in u. s. lonJ«. rema;njng  ¡n hands o f said treasurer shall be invested 

as nearly as possible in United States bonds or state bonds 
o f Colorado.

2539. Sec. 93. A l l  United States or state bonds which 
may come into the hands o f any district treasurer, under 
the provisions o f this act, shall be duly recorded in the 
books o f the district, and deposited in the safety vault of 
some bank within the state, selected by the district board. 
The interest coupons of said bonds shall be duly collected 
by the district treasurer, and the proceeds turned over to 
the county treasurer, to be used in the payment o f the 
interest coupons o f the bonds o f such district, and the 
annual tax for the payment o f the interest on said district 
bonds shall be proportionately lessened. Said United States 
or state bonds.shall be sold by the district board at the best 
market rates, and the proceeds thereof used to redeem the 
bonds o f the district when the same become clue, or when 
they can be bought at not to exceed five per cent premium.
■ 2540. Sec. 94. No change in the boundary lines o f 

boundary” imes such school district shall release the taxable real estate of
releases any
'tond't'i the district from■ assessment and levy o f taxes to pay the 

. interest and principal o f  such bonds, and if there shall be ■ 
any change o f the lines o f such school district, so as to 
leave any portion o f the taxable real estate o f the district 
out o f the district, which was subject to taxation in the 
district at the time o f the issue o f such bonds, the assess- 

fioperiy  oddtd meat and levy for principal and interest o f such bonds shall 
UjL ; taux. . be made on such property as i f  it were still within the 

j  district, and i f  there shall be any change o f the lines ,of 
such school district, so as to annex any taxable real estate, 
after the issue o f such bonds, the real estate so annexed

Interest appro
priated.

Bonds sold.

No chan«! in



f

shall 'thereafter be subject to the assessment and levy for 
principal and interest o f  such bonds,

2541, Sec. 95. The treasurer o f  the county shall receive 
the same compensation for the collection of such special 
taxes as he does for other school taxes.

2542. Sec. 96. A ll such bonds so issued shall be signed Eondlisaled 
by the president of the board o f directors, and shall have ¡¡¡¡i™1™ ' 
the seal o f the district attached, and shall be countersigned
by the county treasurer.

2548. Sec. 97. An act entitled an act concerning school Repeal!« 
bonds, approved January 29, 1872, and all acts amendatory 1 .
thereto, also an act entitled, “ An act to amend, revise and 
consolidate the acts relating to public schools,” approved 
February I I ,  1876, and all other general laws inconsistent 
with this act are hereby repealed.

2544. Sec. 98. Inasmuch as an apportionment o f the Em,^encr 
common school fund will be made to the various school

i districts within the state on the first o f April, A , D, 1877, 
and such apportionment made under the present law will 

j will work a hardship tq many districts, therefore this general 
, s assembly is o f the opinion that an emergency exists 

requiring this act to be in force and take effect immediately. . 
Approved, March 20, 1877. -
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C H A P T E R  X C I I I .

SHEEP,.

AN  ACT TO PRbviDF. FOR TH E  A PPO IN TM E N T  OF SHEEP INSPECTORS.

[Session Laws, 1872.} .

2545. Section 1. The countv commissioners shall ap-
• ' - 1 t  »1 t  * f t  Appointment

point a sheep inspector, who shall be a citizen o f * th e« « t««“ *f 
county for which he is appointed, for each county con
taining two thousand sheep, who shall hold his office for 
two years, unless sooner removed; and any inspector may 
act in an adjoining county having no inspector, on request 
of the commissioners thereof.

106
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