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2(8 GENERAL LAWS.

Liability «1 per- depositions administered or taken as provided in this act, 
oath or affirm-. shall subject any person who shall falsely so swear or affirm, 

in matters material to any issue or point in question, to the 
pains and penalties inflicted by law for the time being upon 
persons guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury.

Compeiuatioa. 427. Sec. 3. For administering oaths and taking affida
vits or depositions as provided in section one of this act, 
county clerks shall receive the same compensation as is now 
or may hereafter be allowed by law to notaries public for like 

. services. '
Approved, March I, 1877. •

' a n  a c t  c o n c e r n i n g  c o u n t i e s , c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s , a n d  c o u n t y
GO VERNM ENT, AND REPEALIN G LAWS ON T H E S E  SUBJECTS.

Re it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado :
428. S ection i . Each organized county within the 

state, shall be a body corporate and politic, and as such 
shall be empowered for the following purposes:

First—To sue and be sued.
Second—To purchase and hold real and personal estate 

for the use of the county, and lands sold for taxes, as pro
vided by law.

Third—To sell and convey any real or personal estate 
owned by the county, and make such order respecting the 
same as may be deemed conducive to the interests of the 
inhabitants.

Fourth—To make all contracts, and do all other acts in 
relation to the property and concerns necessary to the 
exercise of its corporate or administrative powers.

Fifth—To exercise such other and further powers as 
may be especially conferred by Uw.

County propwy 429. Sec. 2. Any real or personal estate heretofore, 
or which may be hereafter, conveyed to any county, shall 
be deemed the property'of such county.

By whom powen 430. Sec. 3. The powers of a county as a body politic 
to t txecotoj. antj corporate, shall be exercised by a board of county 

commissioners therefor.
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' 431. Sec. 4. Each organized county shall, at its own c<miuy build, 
expense, provide a suitable court house, and a sufficient ' 
jail, and other necessary county buildings, and keep them 
in repair.

432. Sec. 5. In all suits or proceedings, by or against Howtnmled 
a county, the name in which the county shall sue or be1"*"'“- 
sued, shall be, the board of county commissioners of the ’
county o f-------------- ; but this provision shall not prevent
county officers, when authorized by law, from suing in
their name of office for the benefit of the county.

433. Sec. 6. In all legal proceedings against the upon »bom 
county, process shall be served on the clerk of the board urvod*!* sJu 
of county commissioners, ancl whenever such suit or pro- co“r‘"*1 
ceeding shall be commenced, it shall be the duty of the
clerk forthwith to notify the county attorney thereof, and 
to lay before the board of county commissioners, at their 
next meeting, all the information he may have in regard to 
such suit or proceeding.

434. Sec. 7. On the trial of any suit in which a county wiu>comp«cni 
may be interested, the inhabitants of such county shall be “ TjSSi“ 
competent witnesses and jurors, if otherwise competent
and qualified according to law.

435. Sec. 8. When a judgment shall be rendered Eaccutionnot ■<> 
against the board of county commissioners of any county, ””n̂ Vndd<i«d 
or against any county officer, in an action prosecuted by ifo^iS^“ “ 
or against him in his name of office, when the same shall 
be paid by the county, no execution shall issue upon said 
judgment, but the same shall be levied and paid by the
tax, as other county charges, and when so collected shall . 
be paid by the county treasurer to the person to whom the 
same shall be adjudged, upon the delivery of a proper 
voucher therefor: Provided, that nothing in this section 
shall prohibit the county commissioners from paying such 
judgment by a warrant upon the county treasury.

436. Sec. 9. The board of county commissioners shall Bo«d of com. 
consist of three members, any two of whom shall be com- *' 
petent to transact business, who shall be elected according
to law.

437. Sec. to. At the first election held to choose the u««raiB.uo» 
first board of county commissioners of any county, theoffic«.' .
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person having the highest number of votes shall continue 
in office three years; the next highest two years,, and 
the next highest one year. But if two or more persons 
have the same number of votes, then their terms shall be 
determined by lot, under the direction of the board of 
canvassers returning the election, and annually thereafter 
'one commissioner shall be elected and shall continue in 
office three years: Provided, that the period of time from 
the first election to the next general election, shall be 

. considered the first year.
Apportionment 438. Sec. i i. Each county shall be divided by theof County Into - . . _ . . , , , .districts, first board of commissioners holding office, into three com

pact districts, as equal in population as possible, numbered 
respectively one, two and three, and not subject to altera
tion oftener than once in two years; and one commissioner 
shall be elected from each of such districts by the voters of 
the whole county, as herein provided. Such division of the 
county into districts shall be made within six months after 
the first board of county < commissioners are elected to 
office.

'MMUryof 439. Sec. 12. Each board of county commissioners 
miMionerr. shall meet at the county seat of each county on the first 

Monday in January, April, July and October in each year, 
and at such other times as in the opinion of the board the 
public interest may require.

Oath to be takeo 440. Sec. 13. Each person elected as such commis- 
br commiMi«,. sioncr shall, on receiving a certificate of his election, take 

an oath to support the constitution of the United States and 
of the state of Colorado, and to perform the duties of his 
office to the best of his ability, which oath, being indorsed 
upon said certificate, under the hand and seal of the person 
administering it, shall be sufficient for said person to act as 
said commissioner.

_ , 441. Sec. 14. Whenever any county having a popula-
mis«toncn la tion exceeding ten thousand, avails itself of .the provision 
tocrcMed to live. 0f section 6 of article 14 of the constitution, and increases 

its board of county commissioners to five, it shall, at the 
first ensuing general election, elect three commissioners, one 
of whose term of office shall be three years, one two years, 
and one one year. At the next ensuing general election
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and every three years thereafter it shall elect two, whose 
term of office shall be three years. At the next general 
election and every three years thereafter it shall elect two, , 
whose term of office shall be three years, and at the next 
general election, and every three years thereafter it shall 
elect one, whose term of office shall be three years.

442. Sec. i 5. Any county which already has the requi- Beclion, ¡„ 
site population, and whose board of commissioners consist bil'd
of five members, shall, at the general election to be held A. 2SSS,*f ̂  
D. 1877, and every three years thereafter, elect two county 
commissioners, whose term of office shall be three years, 
and at the next general election, A. D. 1878, and every 
three years thereafter it shall elect two commissioners, 
whose term of office shall be three years, and at the next 
general election A. D. 1879, and every three years thereaf
ter it shall elect one commissioner, whose term of office 
shall be three years; and any three of the board shall be 
competent to transact business. * .

443. Sec. 16. When the citizens of any county, by a 
petition of a majority of the legal voters to the commis
sioners shall express a desire to increase the number of its naiioaei*. ™ 
board of commissioners from three to,five members the 
commisioners, upon its being shown by a census or other- • 
wise, that there is a population in said county of ten thou
sand and upwards, shall so order and shall notify the gover
nor of such order, who shall thereupon appoint two com
missioners to serve until the next general election, when
their places shall be filled by election as hereinafter pro
vided.

444. Sec. 17. When the board of county commission-comnuaiooer
ers in any county shall consist of five members, one shall cV,hinan of 
be elected from each district, every three years, and the ¡’»¡"rt'.unScm 
others shall be elected at large; and the chairman shall° p°°'r 
be chosen by the board, who shall also be ex officio superin
tendent of the poor, and shall receive such compensation 
for his services as such superintendent, as provided by the 
board of commissioners of such county.

440. Sec. 18. In case of a vacancy occurring in theVtu11cla how 
office of county commissioner, the governor shall fill the 
same by appointment, and the person appointed shall hold
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the office until the next general election, or until the va
cancy be filled by election according to law.

Power» oi board 446. Sec. iq. The board of county commissioners of
of commissioners. , . . . .  .

each county shall have power at any meeting:
First—To make such orders concerning the-property 

belonging to the county as they may deem expedient;
Second,—Toexamine and settleall accounts of the receipts 

and expenses of the county, and to examine and settle and 
allow all accounts chargeable against the county, and when 
so settled they may issue county orders therefor as pro
vided .by law;

Third—To build and keep in repair county buildings, 
and cause the same to be insured in the name of the 
county treasurer, for the benefit of the county; and in case 
there are no county buildings, to provide suitable rooms 
for county purposes;

• Fourth—To apportion and order the levying of taxes as
provided by law, and .to contract loans in the name and for 
the benefit of the county, for the purpose of erecting nec
essary public buildings, making or repairing public roads 
or bridges, when such loans have been authorized by a 
vote of the legal voters of the county, and for the payment 
of the debts of the county, contracted in accordance with 
law, prior to the first day of July, A. D., 1876.

Fifth—To represent the county and have the care of the 
county property and the management of the business and 
concerns of the county, in all cases where no other provis
ion is made by law. '

Sixth—To set off/organize, and change the boundaries 
of precincts in their respective counties; to designate and 
give names therefor;

. Seventh—To establish one or more voting places in each
• election precinct, as the convenience of the inhabitants 

may require;
Eighth—To lay out, alter or »discontinue any road run

ning into or through such county, and also to perform 
such other duties respecting roads, as may be required by 
law.

Ninth—To grant such licenses and perforin such other 
duties as are or may be prescribed by law.
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-147. Sec. 20. The board of county commissioners 
shall not borrow money for the purposes hereinbefore 
stated, without having first submitted the question of such 
loan to a vote of the electors of the county, and without a 
majority of the voters legally qualified to vote and voting 
on that question shall have voted therefor.

448. Sec. 21. When the county commissioners of any 
county shall deem it necessary to create an indebtedness 
for the purpose of erecting necessary public buildings, 
making or repairing public roads or bridges, they may, by 
an order entered of record specifying the amount required 
and the object for which such debt is to be created, submit 
the question to a vote of the people, at a general election; 
and they shall cause to be posted a notice of such order in 
sonic conspicuous place in each voting precinct in the 
county, for at least thirty days preceding the election, and 
all persons voting on that question shall vote by separate 
ballot, wheron is placed the words “ for county indebted
ness," or “against county indebtedness;" such ballots to 
be deposited in a box provided by the county commission
ers for that purpose, and no person shall vote on the ques
tion of indebtedness unless he shall have the necessary 
qualifications of an elector as provided by law, and shall 
have paid a tax upon property assessed to him in such 
county for the year immediately preceding, and if, upon 
canvassing the vote, (which shall be canvassed in the same 
manner as the vote for county officers) it shall appear that 
a majority of all the votes cast are for county indebtedness, 
then the county commissioners shall.be authorized to con
tract the debt in the name of the county: Prmnded, That 
the aggregate amount of indebtedness of any county, 
exclusive of debts contracted prior to July first, 1876, in 
which the assessed valuation of property shall exceed one 
million of dollars, for all purposes, shall not be in excess 
of the following ratio, to wit: Counties in which the 
assessed valuation of property shall exceed five millions of 
dollars, six dollars on each thousand dollars thereof; 
counties in which the assessed valuation of property shall 
be less than five millions, and exceed one million of dol
lars, twelve dollars on each thousand dollars thereof.

Question of 
loans to be sob* 
milled to vote.

Conduct of elec
tions, and quali
fications of 
electors, on . 
question of cre
ating indebted
ness.

I

Limitation of 
amount of 
county indebt
edness.
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. 449. Sec. 22. The county commissioners, when au
thorized as provided in section twenty-one of this act, shall 
make and issue coupon bonds of tile county, not exceed
ing the amounts specified in the preceding section, in coun
ties which have an assessed property valuation exceeding 
one million of dollars, payable at the pleasure of the 
county, ten years after the date of their issuance, but abso
lutely due and payable twenty years after such date, bear
ing interest at the rate of not exceeding ten per cent, per 
annum, from their date until paid. Said interest payable 
on the first day of April of each year, and the principal, 
when due, at the office of the county treasurer of the 
county, and the county commissioners shall prescribe the 
form of said bonds, and the coupons thereto; and to pro
vide for the annual interest accruing on the bonds, they 
shall levy annually a sufficient tax to fully discharge such 
interest; and for the ultimate redemption of such bonds, 

r they shall levy annually, after ten years from the date of 
such issuance, such tax upon all taxable property in their 
county as shall create a yearly fund equal to ten per cent, 
of the whole amount of such bonds issued; and all taxes 
•for interest on, and the redemption of such bonds shall be 
paid in cash only, and shall be kept by the county treas
urer as a special fund, to be used in the payment of interest 
on, and redemption of such bonds only; such taxes to be 
levied and collected as other taxes.

450. Sec. 23. When it shall appear to the board of 
county commissioners, upon examination of the books and 
accounts of the county treasurer, that there are sufficient 
funds in his hands to the credit of the redemption fund to 
pay in full the principal and accrued interest of any of such 
bonds, it shall be the duty of such board immediately to 

’ call in and pay as many of such bonds and accrued interest 
thereon as the funds ascertained to be on hand will liqui
date, and said board shall thereupon cancel such redeemed 
bonds, and all uncancelled interest coupons issued therewith. 
The bonds shall be called in and paid in the order of their 
issuance, as nearly as may be practicable, and when it is 
desired to redeem any of such bonds by said board, they 
shall cause to be published for thirty days, in some newspa-
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per at or nearest the county seat of the county, a notice that 
certain county bonds (specifying the numbers and amounts) 
will be paid upon presentation, and at the expiration-of such 
thirty days said bonds shall cease to bear interest

451. Sec. 24. The bonds issued as heretofore pro- Bonds. how w 
vided, shall be signed by the chairman of the board of
county commissioners, and attested by the clerk of the 
county, and bear the seal of the county upon each bond, 
and shall be numbered and registered in a book kept for 
that purpose, in the order in which they are issued. Each 
bond shall state upon its face the amount for which the 
same is issued, to whom issued, and the date of its issuance; 
but no bond shall be of a less denomination than fifty dol
lars, and, if issued for a greater amount, then for some mul
tiple of that sum; and the aggregate amount of such bonds 
issued shall not exceed the sum entered of record by the 
board of county commissioners, as required in section 21 
of this act, and any bond issued in excess of said sum shall 
be null and void.

452. Sec. 25*. The board of county commissioners s»u «mi c»n- 
shall have the right to sell any of such bonds, but no bond UncS0" °r 
shall be sold unless for cash, and not then at a discount of
more than 15 per cent, on its par value. The money arising 
from the sale of such bonds shall be forthwith used for the 
objects for which the debt was created, and for no other 
purpose whatever. When any such bonds or any coupons 
shall be redeemed, the board of county commissioners shall, 
in the presence of the clerk of said board or his deputy, 
cancel such bonds or coupons by writing the word “ can
celled" on the face of such bonds or coupons, and said 
board shall make a record of the proceedings, stating what 
bonds or coupons were cancelled.

453. Sec. 26. The several counties of this state shall
1 ,  .  . . . . .  Bonds exnave power to issue to any person or corporation, holding u>»oied fo.
any county order or orders, issued prior to the first day of ¡*"|ed »"«<
July, A. D. 1876, coupon bonds of their county, in lieu
thereof, to any amount equal to the face of said order or
orders, and the interest dup thereon. But no bond shall
be of a less denomination than fifty dollars, and if issued
for a greater amount, then for some multipte of that sum.

29 . •

« 5
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Such bonds to draw interest at the rate of ten per cent, per 
annum, from the date of their delivery. The interest to be 
paid at the office of the county treasurer, on the first day of 
April in each year, upon the production of. the proper cou
pons for thé same Such bonds to be payable at the pleas

, . urc of the county, after ten years from the date of their
issuance, but absolutely due and payable twenty years after 

Limitation of the date of issue. The whole amount of such bonds 
•mount. issued under this act shall not exceed the sum of the county 

indebtedness existing the first day of July, A. D. 1876, and 
it shall be the duty of the county commissioners of any 
county that shall vote for the issuance of such bonds, to 
ascertain and determine the amount of county orders of 
such county, issued prior to the first day of July, A. D. 
1876, remaining due and unpaid at the time of such compu
tation, and they shall make a certificate of the amount so 
ascertained and determined, and the said certificate shall be 
entered by the clerk of said county upon. the county 
records, and the aggregate amount of such bonds issued 
by such county shall not exceed the sum in said certificate 
mentioned, and any bond issued in excess of said sum shall 
be null, and void.

How such 454. Sec. 27. No county commissioners shall be author- 
rcti.tcrcd. ized to issue such bonds, unless the question shall have 

been submitted*to a vote of such electors of the county, 
and in such manner and form as provided in section 2t 
of this act, and . a majority shall have voted therefor, 
and the bonds issued shall be signed by the chairman of 
the board of county commissioners and attested by the 

1 clerk of said county, and bear the seal of the county upon
each bond, and shall be numbered and registered in a book 
kept for that purposè, in the order in which they are issued. 
Each bond shall state upon its face the amount for which 
the same is issued, to whom issued, and the date of its 
issuance. ‘

455. S ec. 28. In no case, in exchanging orders forLory « tax for «
intetMi«nand bonds, snail an order be taken for less than its par value,
redempiion of # *
bond. nor any bond be issued for less than its par value; and the

commissioners shall be authorized to prescribe the form 
of said bonds, and the coupons thereto; and to provide for
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the yearly interest accruing on such bonds, actually issued 
and delivered, they shall levy annually a sufficient tax 
to fully discharge such interest; and for the ultimate 
redemption of such bonds, they shall levy annually after 
ten years from the date of.such issuance, such tax upon 
all taxable property in their county as shall create a yearly 
fund equal to ten per cent, of the whole amount of such 
bonds issued; and all taxes for interest on and redemption 
of such bonds shall be paid in cash only, and shall be 
kept by the county treasurer as a special fund to be used 
in the payment of interest on and redemption of such 
bonds only. Such taxes to be levied and collected as other 
taxes.

466. Sec. 20. When it shall appear to the board of ,
. . . . Manner of

county commissioners, upon examination of the books °*
and accounts of the county treasurer, that there are Suffi
cient funds in his hands to the credit of the redemption 
fund to pay in full the principal and accrued interest of any 
of such bonds, it shall be the duty of such board immedi
ately to call in and pay as many of such bonds and accrued 
interest thereon as the funds ascertained to be on hand will 
liquidate; and when any bonds or coupons issued as here
tofore provided are surrendered or taken up, it shall be the 
duty of the board of county commissioners to have the 
same cancelled so that they can be plainly identified, and 
a record of the fact of such cancellation duly made and cer
tified by them to be true, and when it is .desired to redeem 
any of such bonds by said board they shall cause to be 
published for thirty days in some newspaper at or nearest 
the county seat of the county, a notice that certain county 
bonds (specifying the numbers and amounts) will be paid .
upon presentation, and at the expiration of such thirty 
days such bonds shall cease to bear interest.

467. Sec. 30. It shall be the duty of the board of 
county commissioners of each county to make out serni-s«niUnm«i

,  , s ta tem ent ;  pub-
nnnu.il statements at the regular sessions m January and i«c*tionof, an4
t . . . °  J what to contain.
July, at which times they shall have such statement pub
lished in some weekly newspaper published in the county, 
if there be such published; and if there be no newspaper 
published in the county, such commissioners shall caus«
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PrcìdcU ; 
organization 
or change of 
boundaries.

Seal of board of 
commissioners. 
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public.

Chairman of 
board.

Power lo admin* 
ister oaths.

such statement to be posted in three conspicuous places in 
said county, one of which shall be the court house door; 
and such statement shall show the amount of debt owing 
by their county, in what the debt consists, what payments, 
if any, have been made upon the same, the rate of interest 
that such debts arc drawing, also a detailed account of the 
receipts and expenditures of the .county for the preceding 
months, in which shall be shown from what officer and on 
what accounf any money has been received, and the 
amounts, and to what individuals and' on what account 
any money has been paid, and the amounts; and shall 
strike the balance, showing the amount deficit, if any, 
and the balance in the treasury, if any, and the statement 
thus made in addition to being published as before speci
fied shall also be entered of record by the clerk of the 
board of county commissioners in a book to be by him 
kept for that purpose only, which book shall be open to 
the inspection of the public at all times.

458. S ec. 31. The board of county commissioners may 
set off or organize new precincts or change the boundaries 
of those already organized, as the public good from time 
to time seems to require.

459. Sec. 32. Tiie seal of the county shall be the seal
of the board of county commissioners. The commission
ers shall sit with open doors, and all persons conducting 
themselves in an orderly manner may attend their meet
ings ; and they may establish rules and regulations to gov
ern the transaction of their business. •

460. Sec. 33. They shall at the first meeting after their 
election, and after every annual election, choose one of their 
number chairman, who shall preside at such meeting, and 
all other meetings during the year, if present; but in case 
of his absence from such meeting, the members present 
shall choose one of their number as temporary chairman.

46 J. Sec. 34. The chairman of said board shall have 
power to administer oaths to any person concerning any 

r .-jbmitted to the board or connected with their 
powers and duties,'and he shall sign all county orders.

462. Sec. 35. No account shall be allowed by the 
board of county commissioners unless the same shall be
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made out in separate items, and the nature of each item 
stated, and where no specified fees are allowed by law, the Si»?,? 
time actually and necessarily devoted to the performance wri*««i • 
of any service charged in such account, shall be specified; 
which account so made out, shall be verified by affidavit: 
provided that nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent any such board from disallowing any account, in 
whole or in part, when so rendered and verified, nor from 
requiring any other or further evidence of the truth and 
propriety thereof as they may think proper.

463. Sec. 36. County orders shall be signed by the _ 
chairman, and attested by the clerk, and shall specify the 
nature of the claim or service for which they were issued.

464. Sec. 37. When any claim of any person against 
a county shall be disallowed, in whole or in part, by the 
board of commissioners, such person may appeal from the 
decision of such board to the district court for the same ¡£¿¡5}̂  
county, by causing' a written notice of such appeal to be 
served on the clerk of such board within thirty days after
the making of such decision, and executing a bond to such -
county, with sufficient security, to be approved by the 
clerk of said board, conditioned for the faithful prosecu
tion of such appeal, and the payment of all costs that shall 
be adjudged against the appellant.

465. Sec. 38. The clerk of the board, upon such Dun«axmty
. . .  ,  , ,  . » . 1  . . ,  c lv k ln  catesappeal being taken, shall immediately give notice 'thereof»' 

to the chairman of the board of county commissioners, 
and shall make out a brief return of the proceedings in 
the case before the board, with their decision thereon; and 

. shall file the same, together with the bond and all the 
papers in the case in his possession, with the clerk of the 
district court; and such appeal shall be entered, tried, and 
determined, the same as appeals from justices' courts, and 
costs shall be awarded in like manner. •

466. Sec. 39. The board of commissioners of their
.  .  .  . .  .  S tationery, seals,

respective counties, shall, at the expense of the county,«".'»'1“' “*' 
furnish annually and in due season, to the assessor of the 
county, suitable blank assessment rolls, prepared in accord
ance with the provisions of law; and shall also provide 
suitable books and stationery for the use of each of the
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county officers of their county, together with appropriate 
cases and furniture for the safe and convenient keeping of 
all the books, documents, and papers belonging to each of 
said officers; and also, official seals for each of said offi
cers, where the same are required by law.

467. Sec. 40. The board of county commissioners, at 
their January and July session of each year, or oftener if 
they deem it necessary, shall carefully examine the county 
orders returned by the county treasurer, by comparing 
each order with the record of orders in the clerk’s office. 
They shall cause to be entered on said record, opposite to 
the entry of each order issued, the date when the same 
was cancelled.

4C8. Sec. 41. If any commissioner shall refuse or 
neglect to perform any of the duties which are, or shall 
be, required of him by law, as a member of the board of 
county commissioners, without just cause therefor, he 
shall, for each offense, forfeit a sum not less than twenty- 
five dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars. •

469. Sec. 42. It shall be the general duty of the clerk 
of the board of commissioners:

First—To record; in a book to be provided for that pur
pose, all proceedings of the board.

Second—To make regular entries of all their resolutions 
and decisions, in all questions concerning the' raising of 
money.. • •

Third—To record the vote of each commissioner on any 
question submitted to the board, if required by any mem
ber.

Fourth—Sign all orders issued by the board for the pay
ment of money, and to record, in a book to be provided 
for that purpose, the receipts and expenses of the county.

Fifth—To preserve and file all accounts acted upon by 
the board, with their action thereon, and he shall perform 
such other duties as are required by law.

470. Sec. 43, It shall be the duty of such clerk to 
designate upon every account which shall be audited and 
allowed by the board, the amount so allowed; and he shall 
also deliver to any person who may demand it, a certified 
copy of any record in his office, or any account on file
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therein, on receiving from such person the fees -prescribed 
by law. .

471. Sec. 44. Such clerk shall not sign or issue any'  County order«;
county order, unless ordered by the board of commission
ers authorizing the same; and every such order shall be 
numbered, and the date, amount, and number of the same, 
and the name of the person to whom it is issued, shall be 
entered in a book kept by him in his office for that purpose.

472. S ec. 45. Such clerk shall receive a reasonable CompcrtMllan 
compensation for such services as he may perform as clerk of ,Urk'
of the board, where no specific fees are allowed therefor, 
the same to be allowed by the board and paid by the 
county.

473. S ec. 46. Every person appointed county ctfmmis-P«"‘’‘>”f.“r,,,''
sioner shall hold his office until the general election, and »w*»«*- 
until his successor shall be qualified. •

474. S ec. 47. In case of any vacancy now existing or Vleancy 
which may hereafter occur in any county office, except thatJSKrTk ĵad*« 
of county commissioner or county judge, whose unexpired
term of office shall exceed one year, or in any precinct 
office in any county in this state, by reason of death, resig
nation, removal or otherwise, the county commissiohers of 
said county shall have power to fill such vacancy by appoint
ment until an election can be held as provided by law.

COUNTY JUDGE.

475. S ec. 48. There shall be elected in each county a Electlo„ 
county judge, who shall, before he enters upon the duties ofUJJf5̂ ® '- 
his office, execute to the people of the state of Colorado a
bond in such penal sum as the board of county commis
sioners shall direct, not less than five thousand dollars, with 1 
two or more sufficient sureties to be approved as provided 
by law, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties 
required of him by law, and for the faithful application and 
payment of all moneys and effects that may come into his 
hand in execution of the duties of his office.

476. Sec. 49. The county judge shall keep a record ° fRKOTdorpnJ.
all probate business done by or before him, which record 10
shall be open to the inspection of all persons without cJESjSii«, 
charge; and he shall receive such fees as are allowed by

GENERAL LAWS. 2 3 !
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law for probate business, and such other compensation as 
the board of county commissioners may determine: Pro
vided, that nothing shall be paid by the county if the fees 
and official ' compensation of such judge shall amount to 
five hundred dollars.

oic«”o<r'cJuîity ‘177. Sec. 50. If any vacancy in the office of county 
judge should occur by death, resignation or otherwise, the 
board of county commissioners shall appoint some suitable 
person to fill such vacancy, until a successor shall be 
elected according to law: Provided, that if the unexpired 
term exceed one year the vacancy shall be filled by election.

COUNTY CLERK.

Election of 
county clerk. 
Bond, how
conditioned.

Clerk of board of 
commissioners.

Clerk to appoint 
a deputy.

478. » S ec. 51. A county clerk shall be elected in each
counfy of this state for the term of two years, and he shall, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office, execute to the 
people of the state of Colorado, and file with the county 
clerk then in office, a bond with two or more sufficient 
sureties, in the penal sum of not less than five thousand dol
lars, to be affixed and approved by the county commission
ers according to law, with conditions in substance as fol
lows, to w it: “ Whereas, The above bounden----------------
was elected to the office of county clerk o f -------- , on the
—  day o f------. Now, Therefore, if the said---------------
shall faithfully perform all the duties of his office, and shall 
pay over all moneys that may come into his hands as such 
clerk as required by law, and shall deliver to his successor 
in office all the books, records, papers and other things 
belonging to his said office, then the above obligation to be 
null and void, otherwise to remain in full force.” Which 
bond, after being recorded, shall be at once deposited with 
the county treasurer for safe keeping.

479. Sec. 52. The county clerk shall be, in and for his 
county, clerk of the board of commissioners.

480. Sec. 53. Every such clerk shall appoint a deputy; 
in writing, under his hand, and shall file such appointment 
in his office; and such deputy, in case of the absence or 
disability of such clerk, or in case of a vacancy in his 
office, shall perform all the duties of such clerk during such 
absence or until such vacancy shall be filled. Every such
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clerk may appoint other deputies, and his sureties shall be 
responsible under his official bond, for the acts of all such 
deputies.

481. S ec. 54. If a vacancy in the office of county clerk Vaca to 
should occur by death, resignation or otherwise, the board ho" 
of county commissioners shall appoint some suitable person
to fill such vacancy until a successor shall be elected accord
ing to law,

482. S ec. 55. The county clerk shall keep his office at Duties of coumy 
the county seat; he shall attend the sessions of the board ‘ '
of county commissioners either in person or by deputy; 
keep the county seal' records and papers of the said board 
of county commissioners, and keep a record of the pro
ceedings of the said board in a book, as required by law, 
under the direction of the said board of county commis
sioners. .

483. Sec. 56. The county clerk shall be ex officio ^  ie.
recorder of deeds, and shall have custody of and safely keep °f d”J'
and preserve all the books, records, deeds, maps and papers 
deposited or kept in his office; he shall also record or cause
to be recorded in print or in a plain and distinct handwrit
ing, in suitable books, to btt provided and kept in his office, 
all deeds, mortgages, maps, instruments and writings, au
thorized by law to be recorded in his office, and left with 
him for that purpose, and shall perform all other duties 
required of him by law.

48*4. Sec. 57. Every recorder shall keep a general lrd5x 
index, direct and inverted, in his office. The general index 
direct, may be divided into seven columns, with heads to 
the respective columns as follows, to wit:

Tine Nunes of Names of Nature Vol.and D etcrip’n
of of p. where Remarks. Of

Reception. Grantors. Grantees. Ir.struin't. r'corded Tract.

He shall make correct entries in such general index of 
every instrument recorded concerning or affecting real 
estate, under the appropriate headings, entering the names 
of the grantors in an alphabetical form. The general index 
inverted may be divided into seven columns, as follows, 
to wit:

30



Receiving book.

book of plau.

2 3 4  GENERAL LAWS.

Time Names of Names of Nature Vol.and Deaeri p'n
of of p.where Remarks. of

Reception, Grantees. Grantors. Ir.strum't. r'corded Tract.

He shall make in such general index correct entries of 
every instrument required by law to be entered in the gen
eral index direct, entering the names of the grantees in 
alphabetical order; and whenever any mortgage, bond or 
other instrument has been released or discharged from 
record, whether by written release upon the margin of the 
record, or by recording a deed of release, the recorder 
shall immediately note in both general indices, under the 
column headed “ Remarks,’’ and opposite to the appro
priate entry, that such instrument has been satisfied.

485. S ec. 58. He shall also keep a receiving book, 
each page of which shall be divided into five columns, as 
follows, to wit:

'ime o f recept’nl Name* of Grantor*. Name« of Grantees To whom deliver'd Fees rec’d

Whenever any instrument has been received by him for 
record, he shall immediately indorse upon such instrument 
his certificate, noting the day, hour and minute of its recep
tion, the volume and page where recorded, and the fees 
received for recording the same, and the date of record of 
such instrument shall be from the date of filing; whenever 
any instrument has been filed as aforesaid, the, recorder 
shall immediately make an entry of the same in his receiv
ing book, under the appropriate heading, with the amount 
paid as fee for recording the same, and after such instru
ment has been recorded, he shall deliver it to the person 
authorized to receive the same, writing the name of the 
person to whom it is delivered, in the appropriate column.

486. Sec. 59. He shall also keep a large, well bound 
book in which shall be platted all maps of cities, towns, 
villages or additions to the same, within his county, to, 
gether with the description, acknowledgment or other writ
ing thereon. He shall keep an index to such book of plats, 
which index shall contain the name or names of the pro
prietor or proprietors of such city, town or village or addi-
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tion, and the name of the city, town, village or addition.
No recorder of deeds shall be bound to perform any of the 
duties required to be performed by this act, for which a 
fee is allowed, unless such fee has been paid or tendered.

487. Sec. 60. He shall also keep an index of each |r.d„„  
volume of records kept in his office, showing on one page r'cor ‘ 
the grantors' names in alphabetical order, and on the other 
page the names of the grantees in alphabetical order.

488. S ec. 61. Copies of all papers filed in the office'C ics0) n 
of the recorder of deeds, and transcripts from the books of*“ ' “" “ - 
records kept therein, certified by him under the seal of his
office, shall be prima facie evidence in all cases.

SHERIFF.

489. Sec 62. A sheriff shall be elected in each county- , ,  .............  ■ Election oforganized for judicial purposes for the term of two years, iherU: bond, 
and who shall, before he enters upon the duties of his 
office, execute to the people of the state of Colorado, a 
bond, with at least three sufficient sureties, in such penal 
sum not less than five thousand dollars, nor more than 
.twenty thousand dollars, as the board of county commis
sioners, or if they be not in session, the county clerk, sub- •
ject to the approval of such board at its next session there
after, shall specify and approve; said bond when thus ap
proved, to be filed in the office of said clerk, and no person 
shall be received as surety who is not worth at least two 
thousand dollars over and above his just debts.

490. S ec. 63. The condition of such bond shall bec^;!,,,,
in substance as follows: “ Whereas, The above bounden bolulcfA*ri*'
-------- was elected to the office of sheriff of the county of
-------- , on th e ---------day of----------: Now, the condition
of this obligation is such that if the said-------- shall well
and faithfully perform and execute the duties of the office
of-sheriff of said county of-------- during his continuance
in office by virtue of said election without fraud, deceit or 
oppression, and shall pay over all moneys that may come 
into his hands as sheriff, and shall deliver to his successor 
all writs, papers and other things pertaining to his office 
which may be so required by law, then the above obliga-
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tion shall be void, otherwise to be and remain in full force 
and effect. .

. , 491. Sec. 64. The sheriff of each county shall, as
Appointment of # m "
unaer**beriflr. soon as may be after entering upon the duties of his office, 

appoint some proper person under-sheriff of said county, 
who shall also be a general deputy, to hold during the 
pleasure of the sheriff; and as often as a vacancy shall 
occur in the office of such under-sheriff, or he become
incapable of executing the same, another shall in like man
ner be appointed in his place.

Dude* of under. 492. S ec. 65. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office 
ofvucanĉ wg of sheriff of any county, the under-sheriff of such county 

shall, in all things, execute the office of sheriff until a 
sheriff shall be appointed or elected and qualified; and 
any default or misfeasance in office of such under-sheriff 
in the meantime, as well as before such vacancy, shall be 
deemed to be a breach of the condition of the bond given 
by the sheriff who appointed him, and also a breach of 
the bond executed by such under-sheriff to the sheriff by 
whom he was appointed.

Deputy »berifft. 493. Sec. 66. Each sheriff may appoint such and so 
many deputies as he may think proper, for whose official 
acts, and those of his under-sheriffs, he shall be responsi
ble, and may revoke such appointments at his pleasure; 
and persons may also be deputized by such sheriff or 
under-sheriff in writing, to do particular acts, and the 
sheriff and his sureties shall be responsible on his official 
bond for the default or misconduct of his under-sheriff 
and deputies. •

Appointments to 494. S ec. 67. Every appointment of an under-sheriff 
m writing. Qc a j epUfy sheriff, and every revocation of such appoint

ment, shall be in writing, under the hand of the sheriff,

Sheriff to have 
charge 01 jail» 
and prisoners.

and shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the county; 
but this section shall not extend to any person who may 
be deputized by any sheriff or under-sheriff to do a partic- 
*ular act only.

495. Sec. 68. The sheriff shall have charge and cus
tody of'the jails of his county, and of the prisoners in the 
same, and shall keep them himself, or by his deputy or 
jailer, for whose acts he and his sureties shall be liable.
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496. Sec. 69. The sheriff in person, or by his under
sheriff or deputy, shall serve and execute, according to procrt«^«.. 
law, all processes, writs, precepts and orders issued or made upon coum. 
by lawful authority and to him directed, and shall attend
upon the several courts of record held in his county.

497. Sec. 70. It shall be the duty of the sheriff, andDi)tiMM ce 
under-sheriffs and deputies, to keep and preserve the peace offiew‘-
in their respective counties, and to quiet and suppress all 
affrays, riots, and unlawful assemblies and insurrections, 
for which purpose, and for the service of process in civil 
or criminal cases, and in apprehending or securing any 
person for felony or breach of the peace, they, and every 
coroner and constable, may call to their aid such person 
or persons of their county as they may deem necessary.

498. Sec. 71. Hereafter whenever the term of office , , 
of any sheriff shall expire, and the sheriff elect shall file b°*‘. 
his bond and qualify according to law, the county clerk ,h*rl,f e!'"- 
shall issue a notice setting forth that said sheriff elect has
filed his bond and qualified according to law, which notice 
shall be served by the new sheriff on the former sheriff, 
whereupon such former sheriff shall immediately transfer 
and deliver to the new sheriff all the writs, processes, 
books and papers belonging to his office, except as here
inafter excepted, and also the possession of the court house 
and jail, of his county, and shall take from the new sheriff 
a receipt specifying the papers so delivered over, and the 
prisoners in custody, if any, which receipt shall be suffi
cient indemnity to the person taking the same.

499. Sec. 72. Every sheriff going out of office at the w t j .  u „ 6 rilh c d

expiration of his term, and having any writ of fieri facias b'
or fee bill, which he may have levied but not collected, °ut
shall be and is hereby authorized to proceed and collect
such execution or fee bill in the same manner as if his 
term of office had not expired, and the sureties on his . 
official bond shall be liable for any omission of duty in so 
doing, in like manner as if his said term of office had not 
expired.

600. Sec. 73. The provisions of the 71 and 72 sec- Coroner» when 

tions of this act, shall apply to all coroners whenever by Suu°i'of’>herifr. 
virtue of the laws of the state, they shall be required to 
perform Uie duties of sheriff.
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Dc&u!i<>( ¿ip- 501. Sf.c. 74. Any default or misconduct in the office
' of deputy sheriff or jailor, after the death, resignation or 

removal of any sheriff by whom he was appointed, shall 
be adjudged a breach of the bond of such sheriff 

Action for de. 502. Sec. 7?. Any action for default or misconduct of
s£°^«T«cU. any sheriff, his under-sheriff jailor or any of his deputies, 

‘ °f m:1>’ he prosecuted against the executors or administrators 
of such sheriff. •

Serviceorpnpm 503- Sec. 7& Every paper required by law to be
upon eheriff. servecj on the sheriff may be served on him in person or 

left at his office during business hours.
Not to . c m  504. Sec. 77. No sheriff, or under-sheriff or deputy,

shall appear or advise as attorney or counselor in any case 
in any court.

Liability for 505. Sec. 78. Whenever any sheriff shall neglect to
neglect to m i to  . . , , ,  r  .  ,
return, «c. make due return of any writ or process delivered to him 

to be executed, or shall be guilty of any default or mis
conduct in relation thereto, he shall be liable to fine or 
attachment, or both, at the discretion of the court, subject 
to appeal, (such fine however, not to exceed two hundred 
dollars,) and also an- action for damages to the party 
aggrieved.

Penalty for 506. Sec. 79. No sheriffshall directly or indirectly
receiving illegal asj^ (jeman(j j,r receive for any service to be by him per

formed in the discharge of any of his official duties any 
greater fees than arc allowed by law, on pain of forfeiture 
of treble damages to the party aggrieved, and being fined 
in a sum not less than twenty-five dollars and not more 
than two hundred dollars. ,

CORONER.

507. S ec. 8o. A coroner shall be elected in each 
county for the term of two years, who shall, beftfre he 
enters upon the duties of his office, give bond to the peo
ple of the state of Colorado in such penal sum not less 
than two hundred and fifty dollars, nor more than five 
thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the board of county commissioners, or if such board 
be not in session, by the county clerk subject to the 
approval of such board, the condition of which bond shall
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be in substance the same as that given by the sheriff, such . 
bond to be filed with the clerk of the proper county.

608. Sec. 81. When there shall be no sheriff in any
'  w s t .  u> t ie r -

organized county, it shall be the duty of the coroner to JJJ
exercise all the powers and duties of the sheriff of his 
county, until a sheriff be appointed or elected and quali
fied; and when the sheriff from any cause shall be com
mitted to the jail of his county, the coroner shall be keeper 
thereof, during the time the sheriff shall remain prisoner 
therein.

609. Sec. 82. Every coroner shall serve and execute when » .ere. 
process of every kind, and perform all other duties of the proc'"'"" 
sheriff when the sheriff shall be a party to the case, or
where affidavit shall be made and filed as provided in the 
succeeding section, and in all such cases he shall exercise 
the powers and proceed in the same manner as prescribed 
for the sheriff, in the performance of similar duties.

510. Sec. 83. Whenever any party, his agent or attor
ney, shall make and file with the clerk of the proper court, *,c- <"*h"lir 
an affidavit stating that he believes that the sheriff of such 
county will‘not by reason of either partiality, prejudice,’ 
consanguinity or interest, faithfully perform his duties in 
any suit commenced or about to be commenced in said1 
court, the clerk shall direct the original or other process in 
such suit to the coroner, who shall execute the same in 
like manner as the sheriff might or ought to have done.

611. Sec. 84. The coroner shall hold an inquest upon '“S“**“' 
the dead bodies of such persons only as are supposed to 
have died within his county by unlawful means, or the cause 
of whose death is unknown. When he has notice of the 
dead body of any person supposed to have died by unlaw
ful means, or the cause of whose death is unknown, found 
or being in the county, it shall be his duty to summon 
forthwith six citizens of the county, to appear before him at 
a time and place named. •

512. Sec. 85. If any juror fails to appear, the coroner &»»«•• junr- 
shall summon the proper number from the by-standers 
immediately, and proceed to impanel them, and administer 
the following oath in substance: "You do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that you will diligently inquire, and true pre-
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Witnctie* before 
coroner.

Oalh of wit
nesses.

Test .money to 
be t educed to
writing.

Verdict of cor
oner’s Jury.

scntment make, when, how, and by what means, the person 
whose body lies here dead came to his death, according to 
your knowledge and the evidence given you, so help you
God."

513. Sec. 86. The coroner may issue subpmnas, within 
his county, for witnesses, returnable forthwith, or at such 
time and place as he shall therein direct; and witnesses 
shall be allowed the same fees as in cases before a justice of 
the peace; and the coroner shall have the same authority 
to enforce the attendance of witnesses, and to punish them 
and jurors for contempt in disobeying his process, as a jus
tice of the peace has when his process issues in behalf of 
the state.

514. Sec. 87. An oath shall be adminisfered to the 
witness in attendance as follows: “ You do solemnly swear 
that the testimony which you shall give to this inquest, con
cerning the death of the person here lying dead, shall be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God."

515. - Sec. 88. The testimony shall be reduced to writ
ing, under the coroner’s order, and subscribed by the wit
ness. , •

516. Sec.-89. The jurors, having inspected the body, 
heard the testimony, and made all needful inquiries, shall 
return to the coroner their inquisition in writing, under 
their hands in substance as follows, stating the matters in 
the following form, suggested as far as found:

State of Colorado, 1 
------------County, j

An inquisition holdenat  ------- , in —'■------county, on the
------day of ---------- , A. D. 18------, before---------, coro
ner of said county, upon the dead body o f ------------ , or
person unknown, lying there dead, by the jurors .whose 
names are hereto subscribed; the said jurors, upon their 
oaths, do say— (here state when, how, by what person, 
means, weapon, or accident he or she came to his or her 
death, and whether feloniously).

■In testimony whereof, The said jurors have hereunto set 
their hands, the day and year aforesaid."
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517. Sec 90. If the inquisition find a crime has been when
committed on the deceased, and name the person whom p-m« 
the jury believes has committed it, the inquest shall not be 
made public until after the arrest, directed in the next 
section. . .

518. S ec. 91. If the person charged be present the 
coroner may order his arrest by an officer or any person, 
and shall then make a warrant, requiring the officer or 
other person to take him before a justice of the peace.

519. Sec. 92. If the person charged be not present w.r,»ni«r 
and the coroner believes he can be taken, the coroner may
issue a warrant to the sheriff, or any constable of the *“ * 
county, requiring him to arrest the person, and take him 
before a justice of the peace.

520. Sec. 93. The warrant of a coroner in the above h«w p.r,«i. 
cases shall be oi equal authority with that of a justice of d»nwiih. 
the peace; and when the person charged is brought before
the justice he shall be dealt with as a person held under a 
complaint in the usual form. .

521. Sec. 94. The warrant of the coroner shall recite 
substantially the transactions before him, and the verdict 
of the jury of inquest, leading to the arrest; and such war
rant shall be a sufficient foundation for the proceeding of 
the justice, instead of a complaint.

522. Sec. 95. The coroner shall then return to the loquuwon » b« 
district court the inquisition, the written evidence, and a Si'.ukic™«. 
list of the witnesses who testify material matter.

523. Sec. 96. The coroner shall cause the body of a Di«po»iiion of
1 . . 1 . **>dy of dedeceased person, which he is called to view, to be delivered "«'Jp"“ "

to his friends, if there be any, but if not he shall cause him 
to be decently buried and the expenses to be paid from any 
property found with the body, or if there be none, from the 
county treasury, by certifying an account of the expenses, 
which being presented to the board of county commission
ers shall be allowed by them if deemed reasohable, and 
paid as other claims on the county.

524. Sec. 97. When there is no coroner, or in case ofwj,«.,»«icecf
« • . # the peace cs act
his absence or inability to act, any justice of the peace of«™»»»« 
the same county is authorized to perform the duties of cor
oner, in relation to dead bodies.

3« .



242 GENERAL LAWS.

Postmortem 525. SEC. 98. In the above inquisition by a coroner, 
' where a jury shall deem it requisite, he may summon one 

or more physicians or surgeons to make scientific examin
ation, and may allow in such case a reasonable compensa
tion, subject to the confirmation of the board of county 
commissioners.

COUNTY TREASURER.

and how 
tpprotcd

526. Sec. 99. A county treasurer shall be elected in 
each county for the term of two years, and shall, before he 
enters on the discharge of his duties, execute to the peo
ple of the state of Colorado a bond, with three or more 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by the board of county 
commissioners and in such penal sum as they may direct, 
which bond, with the approbation of the board indorsed 
thereon by their clerk, shall be filed in the office of the 
county clerk; and in case the board of commissioners 
shall not be in session in time for any county treasurer to 
present his bond for their approval as above specified, or 
he shall be unable, from any cause, to present his bond at 
any regular meeting of the board, after due notice of his 
election, then it may be lawful for such treasurer to present 
his bond to the clerk of said board for his approval, and 
his approval indorsed thereon, shall have the same effect 
as if done by the board of commissioners, subject never
theless, to the final decision and approval of the board of 
commissioners at their first meeting thereafter; and in such 
case, where the board shall not have fixed the penal sum 
of such bond, it shall not be less than twice the amount of 
all moneys directed by the board to be levied in the county, 
and to be paid to such treasurer during the year.

Condition of 527. Sec. ioo. The condition o f such bond shall be 
vc«urerc°“my in substance as follows:

“ Whereas, The above bounden,--------------- was elected
to the office of county treasurer of the county o f-------- ,
on the----- day of--------- ; Now, Therefore, The condition of
this obligation is such, that if the said-------------------------
and his deputy, and all persons employed in his office, 
shall faithfully and promptly perform the duties of said
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office, and if the said------ - and his deputies shall
pay, according to law, all moneys which shall come to his 
hands as treasurer, and shall render a just and true account 
thereof, whenever required by said board of commissioners, 
or by any provision of law, and shall deliver over to his 
successor in office, or to any other person authorized by 
law to receive the same, all moneys, books, papers and 
other things appertaining thereto or belonging to his 
office, the above obligation to be void, otherwise to be in 
full force and effect." ■ .

528. Sec. i o i . The county. treasurer may appoint a A in[11)ent 
deputy, who, in the absence of the treasurer from his office, “°pU1yl" 
or in case of vacancy in said office for any disability of the 
treasurer to perform the duties of his office, may perform
all the duties of the office of treasurer, until such vacancy 
be filled or such disability removed.

529. Sec. 102. In case the office of county treasurer Vaancy ln 
shall become vacant, the board of county commissioners
shall appoint a suitable person to perform the duties of 
such treasurer; and the person so appointed, upon giving 
bond, with like sureties and conditions as that required in 
county treasurers' bonds, and in such sum as said board 
shalt direct, shall be invested with all the duties of such 
treasurer, until such vacancy shall be filled or such disa
bility removed.

530. Sec. 103. No person holding the office of slier- PetMM110t 
iff, county judge, county clerk, nor any member of the fKffiCe°0f°id 
board of commissioners shall hold the office of county c<’ul’,y tr'Mur" 
treasurer.

631. Sec. 104. It shall be the duty of the county treas- R « elp t anj 
urer to receive all moneys belonging to the county, from mouy> taLns. 
whatsoever source they may be derived, and all other 
moneys which are by law directed to be paid to him. All 
money received by him for the use of the county shall be 
paid out by him only on the orders of the board of com
missioners, according to law, except where special provi
sion for the payment thereof, is or shall be otherwise 
made by law.

532. Sec. 105. The said treasurer shad keep a just
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to inspection, moneys which shall come into his hands by virtue of his
and exhibited in '  *
»euiement with office, in a book or books to be kept by him for that pur

pose, which books shall be open at all times for the inspec
tion of the board of county commissioners or any member 
thereof, and to all county and state officers; and at the 
meeting in July and January, of the said board of commis
sioners, or at such other time as they may direct, he shall 
settle with them his account as treasurer, and for that pur
pose he shall exhibit to them all his books and accounts, 
and all vouchers relating to the same, to be audited and 
allowed.

533. Sec. 106. County orders properly attested, shall 
be entitled to a preference as to payment according to the 
order of time in which they may be presented to the 
county treasurer; but where two or more orders are pre
sented at the same time, precedence shall be given to the 
order of the oldest date, but every county treasurer shall 
receive in payment of county taxes, county orders issued 
in said county, which may be presented in payment for 
such county taxes.

534. S ec. 107. Upon the resignation or removal from 
office of any county treasurer,'all the books and papers 
belonging to his office,and all moneys in his hands by virtue 
of his office, shall be delivered to his successor in office, 
upon the oath of such preceding treasurer, or in case of 
his death, upon oath of his executors or administrators.

Penalty for fait- If any such preceding county treasurer, or in case of his
"" “ death, if his executors or administrators shall neglect or

refuse to deliver up such books, papers and moneys on 
oath, when lawfully demanded, every such person shall 
forfeit a sum of not less than one hundred dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars, and be also liable upon his 
official bond, for such refusal or neglect.

535. Sec. ro8. The county treasurer of each county 
shall be. by virtue of his office, collector of taxes therein, 
and shall perform such duties in that regard as are pre
scribed by law.

636. Sec. 109. It shall be the duty of said county 
treasurer to assess, at a fair value, the property of any per-

Delivery of 
books, paper« 
and money to 
■ucce*«or in 
office.

To be collector 
of taxe«.
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son liable to pay taxes, whom the county assessor has failed s)> 
to assess, and to place the same on the tax roll, and to col-i>n>i>«irm>i

. , fitted by
lect taxes on the same in the manner provided by law»»jadmin- 
Provided, however, that said treasurer shall not be compelled >»•“r  of ptoperty.
to assess such property in person; Provided further, that he 
be authorized to administer oaths to such person, or' any 
others, touching the value of said property. '

537. Sec. no . Every county treasurer shall have and skln 
keep in his office a cash-book, wherein shall be entered b‘“k
and set down every sum of money paid to him by virtue 
of his office, and the date of such payment, and the name 
of the person paying the same, the account'upon which 
the same was paid, and the nature of the funds so paid to 
him. whether money, state or county scrip, or evidences of 
state or county indebtedness, and the amount of each sep
arate kind; and such cash-book shall, at all reasonable 
hours of the day, be open to the inspection and examina
tion of all persons desiring to inspect or examine the 
same.

638. Sec. h i . Upon the payment of any money tosh»u.«.iptw 
him as aforesaid, the county treasurer shall issue his no™?.'"1’"’8 
receipt therefor to the person paying the same, setting
forth in such receipt all of the matters so as above 
required to be entered in such cash-book.

639. Sec. 112. Every county treasurer shall have and shillJ“'>>'  /  try  Of county
keep in his office a book to be called the registry of county 
orders, wherein shall be entered and set down at the date 
of the presentation thereof, and without any interval or 
blank line between any such entry and the one preceding 
it, every county order or other certificate or evidence of 
county indebtedness at any time presented to such county 
treasurer for payment, whether the same is paid at the 
time of presentation or not, the date and number of such 
order, the amount for which the same is payable, the date 
of the presentation thereof, the name of the person to 
whom such order is by the terms thereof payable, and the 
name of the person presenting the same. Every such 
registry of county orders shall at all reasonable hours be 
open to the inspection and examination of any person 
desiring to inspect or examine the same.
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540. Sec. 113. Every fund in the hands of the county 
treasurer for disbursement, shall be paid out in the order in 
which the orders drawn thereon and payable out of the 
same, shall be presented for payment.

541. Sec. i 14. Every county treasurer shall each year, 
on or before the tenth day of each month, unless other
wise directed by the auditor of state, pay into the state 
treasury all money due the state remaining in his hands 
on the first day of each month, in the same kind of funds 
in which the same shall have been received.

542. Sec. 115. Every county treasurer who shall fail, 
neglect or refuse to have and keep in his office such cash
book as required by section 110 of this act, or to set 
down therein at the time of the receipt thereof, any mon
eys by him received or collected as such treasurer, or shall 
make any false or deficient entry thereof, or shall fail, neg
lect or refuse to have and keep -the said cash-book at his 
office at all reasonable hours of the day, or shall fail, neg
lect or refuse to permit any person to inspect and examine 
the same at any reasonable hour of the day, or shall fail, 
neglect or refuse to issue his receipt for any moneys re
ceived by him as such county treasurer, as required by the 
one hundred and eleventh section, or shall fail, neglect or 
refuse to set down in such receipt the kind of funds, 
whether money or state or county scrip or evidences 
of state or county indebtedness, or shall fail, neglect or 
refuse to have and keep in his office such register of county 
orders as required by section one hundred aud twelve, or 
shall fail, neglect or refuse to enter therein, at the time of 
the presentation thereof, every county order which may be 
presented to him for payment, or shall make any false 
entry thereof, or shall (ail, neglect or refuse to pay any 
order presented to him for payment, there being then 
money in the treasury appropriated for the payment thereof, 
or wherefrom by law the same ought to be paid; or shall' 
pay any such order, there not being then remaining in the 
treasury money sufficient wherefrom all orders drawn upon 
the same fund and previously presented, may lawfully be 
paid, every-such county treasurer so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and upon convic-
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tion thereof, shall be fined in a sum not less than fifty dol
lars and not more than five hundred dollars, and the court 
may adjudge that such treasurer be'removed from his 
office. This section shall extend to the deputies of every 
such county treasurer. •

COUNTV SURVEYOR.

643. Sec i 16. A county surveyor shall be elected for 
a term of two years, who shall give bond to the board of county surveyor, 

county commissioners, to be approved by the county clerk 
of the proper county, in the sum of one thousand dollars, 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties.

544. Sec. 117. The county surveyor may appoint as appoin(
many deputies as he thinks proper, for whose official acts ’
he shall be responsible. The certificate of the county sur
veyor or any of his deputies shall be admitted as legal 
evidence in any court of the state, but the same may be 
explained or rebutted by other evidence. .

545. Sec. 118. It shall be the duty of the county sur-umin of»i»iy 
veyor, by himself or one of his deputies, to execute anyXpS,T 
survey which may be required by order of any court, or
upon application of any individual or corporation.

546. Sec. 119. The said surveyor shall keep a correct Rccotd |at 
and fair record of all surveys made by him or his deputies» °r *"«/*•
in a book to be provided for that purpose by the county, 
which he shall transmit to his successor in office. He 
shall also number such surveys progressively, and shall . 
also preserve a copy of field notes and calculations of each 
survey, indorsing thereon its proper number, a copy of 
which, and also a fair and accurate plat, together with a 
certificate of survey, shall be furnished by said surveyor, 
to any person requiring the same.

547. Sec. 120. If the office of county surveyor be at v»cancyin
'  *  office, how fiU«d.

any time vacant the board of county commissioners are 
hereby empowered to appoint some suitable person to per
form the duties of the office until a county surveyor be 
elected.

COUNTY ASSESSOR.

548. Sec. ta t. A county assessor shall be elected in
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each county, at the general election, who shall give bond 
coumy as*«tor. to the people of the state of Colorado, with two or more
Bond and oath. ,

sufficient sureties, in a penal sum not less than two thous
and dollars, for the performance of his duties to the sat
isfaction of the board of county commissioners, and sub
scribe an oath or affirmation for the faithful performance 
of his duties as such assessor, and who shall be a qualified 
elector of said county, and shall hold his office for two 
years and until his successor is elected and qualified.

549. Sec. 122. Whenever the board of county com- 
anj bonj 'of' missioners shall be of the opinion that said assessor is una

ble to perform the duties of his office within the time pre
scribed by law, they shall require said assessor to appoint 
one or more deputies, who shall be sworn, and give bond 
to the principal.

rw_ 550. Sec. 123. Such assessor, and deputy or deputies,
shall receive from said county such a sum not exceeding 
seven dollars per day, for each day of actual service in the 

‘ discharge of his duties, as the said board of county com
’ missioners may deem right and just. .

JUSTICES AND CONSTAllLES.

Division of 
counties Into 
justice's pre
cincts.

/

Election of 
justices and 
constables.

551. S ec . 124. The boards of county commissioners, 
of the several counties of this state, shall at their July 
meeting next after the passage of this act, divide their 
respective counties into as many justice’s precincts as the 
necessities of the county may require, and upon peti
tion of the voters of any such precinct, may change the 
same, or create other such precincts, and shall cause to be 
entered in the journal of their proceedings a record of such 
precincts, giving accurate boundaries thereof There shall 
be elected at the first election after the passage of this act 
at which county officers are .chosen, and annually there
after, in each justice precinct, one justice of the peace and 
one constable, who shall each hold his office for the term 
of two years; provided, however, that the justice’s precincts 
as heretofore established, and now existing under the name 
of justices’ townships, shall be and remain as now estab
lished, until the county commissioners shall change the 
same, and the justices and constables now holding office
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therein shall continue in office until their respective terms 
shall expire.

552. S ec . 125. Every justice of the peace and consta- ^  
ble, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall give 
bond in the sum of two thousand dollars, payable to the 
people of the state of Colorado, with sureties to be approved
as required by law, and conditioned for the faithful dis
charge of the duties of his office, and that he will pay over 
all moneys which may come to his hands by virtue thereof, 
and shall subscribe the oath of office provided by law, 
which shall be indorsed on his bond. -

553. Sec. 126. Each justice of the peace shall reside 
and have his office in the precinct for which he was elected.

MISCELLANEOOS PROVISIONS.

554. S ec . 127. Every sheriff) county clerk, county ̂  ctmmj 
treasurer and county judge, shall keep his office at t h e n b* t*p' 
county seat of his county, and in the office provided by
the county, if any such has been provided; and if there be
none established, then at such place as shall be fixed by
special provision of law; or if there be no such provision,
then at such place as the board of county commissioners
shall direct; and they shall each keep the same open during
the usual business hours of each day, Sundays and legal
holidays excepted; and all books and papers required to be
in their office shall be open for the examination of any per- Pnu|ty f0T
son; and if any person or officer shall neglect to comply
with the provisions of this section, he shall forfeit for eachlni '"*>’"*• *“•
day he so neglects, the sum of five dollars. ■

555. Sec. 128. Every county officer named in this arti-couru^oBccn 
cle shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, on or aut»««* oath 
before the day of the commencement of the term for which upon dull«. * 
he was elected, execute and deposit his official bond, as pre
scribed by law; and any such officer shall also take and 
subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law, before some
officer authorized to administer oaths, and deposit the same 
with his official bond, to be filed and preserved therewith.

55C. Sec. i 29. Every deputy appointed to any of said 10 sic
offices shall, before entering upon his duties under such iS«!e*Mih“b' 
appointment, take and subscribe the like oath of office as 

33
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that required to be taken by the officer, appointing him, and 
shall deposit the same in the office where the bond of such 
officer is deposited.

557. Sec. 130. When the term of office of any sheriff,
coroner, county judge, justice of the peace, constable, county 
clerk, assessor, county treasurer, county surveyor or other 
county'officers shall expire, as now provided by law, it shall 
be lawful for such officer, whether re-elected or not, and his 
deputies, to continue to perform all the duties of such office 
until his successor shall be duly qualified as required by 
law. » •

558. Sec. 131. Every county clerk, clerk of the dis
trict court, district attorney, sheriff, constable, justice of the 
peace or other state or county officer, by law appointed, 
required or permitted to receive and pay over to the county 
treasurer any taxes, fines, fees or other moneys whatsoever, 
shall, within thirty days after the receipt of such moneys, 
pay the same over to the county treasurer, and together 
therewith such officer so paying over the same shall deliver 
to such treasurer a statement of the amount of such mon
eys so collected by him and paid over as aforesaid, which 
statement shall be signed by the person paying the same, 
and sworn to before such treasurer, and by him filed and 
preserved in his office. Every person falsely swearing in 
any such statement shall be deemed guilty of perjury. The 
county treasurer shall not demand or receive any fee for 
administering the oath required by this section.

559. Sec. 132. Copies of all documents, writs, pro
ceedings, instruments, papers and writings duly filed or 
deposited in the office of any county judge, county clerk, 
or county treasurer, and transcripts from books of record 
or proceedings kept by any of said officers, with the seal 
of his office affixed, shall be primci facie evidence in all 
cases.

560. Sec. 133. All county officers who hold their 
office by election, shall make their resignation to the offi
cer or officers authorized by law to fill such vacancies in 
such office, respectively.

561. Sec. 134. Every county office shall become va
cant, on the happening of either of the following events, 
before the expiration of the term of office:
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First—The death of the incumbent. •
Second—His resignation.
Third—His removal.
Fourth—His ceasing to be an inhabitant of the county 

for which he was elected or appointed.
Fifth—His conviction of any infamous crime, or any 

offense involving a violation of his official oath. ■
Sixth—His refusal or neglect to take his oath of office, 

or to give or renew his official bond, or to deposit such 
oath and bond within the time prescribed by law.

Seventh—-The decision of a competent tribunal, declar
ing void his election or appointment

SG2. Sec. 135. Whenever any justice of the peace powe„,„d 
Shall be required to act as coroner in any case, or any cor-£^s*?ip",.0 
oner shall be required’to act as sheriff, or any other officer d °Ju « o r« o ih sc  

in this state shall be required to perform any duties belong
ing to any other office, he shall, for the time being, have 
the same powers in respect to that duty, as are given by 
law to the officer whose duties he shall perform, and shall 
be entitled to receive the same compensation for his serv
ices.

563. Sec. 136. Every official bond of any county offi-
'  , ,  , J  , , , ,  ,  , Official bond»,cer, where not otherwise provided by law, shall be payable 

to the people of the state of Colorado, and an action s h a l l **•- 
lie thereon to the use of any party aggrieved, in the name 
of the people.

564. Sec. 137. Any person who shall be hereafter
elected or appointed to any county or precinct office in «ITcon»i 1>rtiijr' 
any county in this state, [who] shall refuse to qualify, hei^'i™ “ " 
or they consenting to such election or appointment, shall ,“al'ry’ 
be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred nor less than 
twenty-five dollars, at the discretion of any court having 
competent jurisdiction, and all such fines shall be recover- ̂  
able before any court in this state, in the name of the*“ 5 
county in which the case or cases may arise, and shall be 
appropriated to the use of the school fund of said county.

565. Sec. 138. The board of county commissioners.
m m  County attorney.

of the several counties are authorized, when they think the 
interest of the county requires it, to employ an attorney, 
who shall be a person learned in the law, and be at least 
twenty-one years of age.

25»
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566. Sec. 139. Whenever the board of county com
missioners of any county in this state, shall deem the bond 
given by the sheriff or other officer of thé county in
sufficient, or whenever in their opinion the sureties on 
said bond are insolvent or permanently removed from the 
county, or whenever they for any other reason shall con
sider said bond insufficient for the public security, it shall 
be lawful for them to require of said sheriff or other offi
cer, a new bond, with such sureties and $0 conditioned as 
required by law in the first instance.

567. Sec 140. In case any sheriff, or other officer, 
shall refuse or neglect, for a period longer than thirty days 
after receiving notice so to do, to give a new bond as here
tofore required, then, in that case, it shall be lawful for' 
said board of county commissioners to declare the office 
vacant, and appoint some other person to fill the vacancy, 
who shall hold the office until a successor is elected or 
appointed.

568. Sec. 141. The people of no county in the state
shall be taxed for the erection of any public buildings in 
the county to which they may be attached for judicial 
purposes. . .

569. Sec. 142. Chapter twenty-one, of the revised
statutes: an act to provide for the appointment of attor
neys, approved February 6, 1872; an act in relation to the 
publishing of detailed statements by the county commis
sioners, approved February 6, 1872; an act to authorize 
county commissioners to require new bonds from sheriffs 
and other county officers in certain cases, approved Feb
ruary 9, 1872; an act to authorize the funding of the debt 
of the several counties of Colorado territory, approved 
February M, 1874, and an act relating to county commis
sioners, approved February 13, 1874, are severally hereby 
repealed. • •

570. Sec. 143. Said repeal shall not impair or affect 
any act done, or any right accruing, or accrued, or acquired, 
under the laws existing and herein repealed.

Approved, March 24, 1877.
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