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CHAPTER 280- -
H it-r /a ii t .\-.

RELIEF AND PUBLIC WELFARE
: v / ' ‘ I;,].'' -/■. :T ./j ',-h ! -:J -.1r r

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE — CATEGORICALLY NEEDY ■
[Tentative placement, 119-12-3 etseq.] , , , >

(Senate Bill No- 83. By Senators Kemp, Nicholson, Taylor, Vo Hack, Brown, Clemeroy, Saunders, ■ 
and Williams; also Representatives Calabrese, Horst, Arnold. Bain, Bastlern Bradenr Coloroso, 
Cooper, Dameron, DeMoulln, Dittemore, Grace, Grant, Hamilton, Jackson, Klein, Knox, T/&iniri,.j 

i NeaJ, Porter, Quinlan, Safran, and Sanchez.),. , . . .  -

;:r'- ;..a  n  a  c :t

AMENDING THE COLORADO MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ‘ACT/ ' ln*> T ■ T _

Be it enacted by the General Assembly o f the State of Colorado : ■ - "  :

Section 1. Section 3 of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, is 
amended B Y  TH E AD DITION  OF N E W  SUBSECTIONS (12) A N D  (13) 
to read: ' < ■ '■ .......

Section 3. Definitions.— (12) “Essential person” means a person who 
resides with the recipient and is determined to be rendering a service to 
the recipient which, if the. recipient were living alone, would have to be 
provided for him. ' , V , . .  ' . ,ti ■ ;

(13) “ State board” means the state board of social services.
Section 2. Section 4 of chapter '63,' Session Laws of Colorado 1968, is 

amended to read: ; ■ . V ' c , " '■ . '
Section 4, Medical programs.— f t ) .  The state department OF SOCIAL 

SERVICES, by rules and regulations, shall establish a program of medical 
assistance to provide necessary medical care for the categorically needy, 
AN D , WHERE A  FEDERAL STATUTE OR REGULATION PERMITS 
ADDITIONAL FED ERAL M O N EYS.TO BE M ADE AVA ILA B LE  FOR 
SUCH PURPOSE, THE D EPAR TM EN T M A Y  PROVIDE N ECESSARY  
MEDICAL CARE FOR A N  ESSENTIAL PERSON. W  THE DEPART­
M E N T OF SOCIAL SERVICES is hereby designated as the single state 
agency to administer such program in accordance with Title X IX  and this 
act. Such program shall not be required,to furnish recipients under sixty- 
five years of age, the benefits that are provided to recipients sixty-five 
years of age and over, under Title X V IH  of.the “Social Security Act” ; but 
said program shall otherwise be uniform to the extent required by Title 
X I X  of thé “Social Security A ct". , . . ...... , . •• “ , : - ■ .

Section 3. Section 6 of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, is 
amended to read: • ■

Section. 6. Other services and benefits.— (1) In accordance with fed-
Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words 
indicate deletions from existing statutes and such material not part of act.
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eral requirements pertaining to the development of a broad based medical 
care program for low income families by January 1, 1975, the state depart­
ment of welfare SOCIAL SERVICES is hereby directed to prepare a com­
prehensive-medical plan for consideration by the general assembly. The 
comprehensive plan shall include alternate means of expanding the medical 
care benefits and coverage provided in this act. The comprehensive plan 
shall be re-evaluated annually and shall be based upon a documented review 
of medical needs of low income families in Colorado, a detailed analysis of 
priorities of service, coverage, program costs, and an evaluation of prog­
ress. The medical advisory committee, appointed pursuant to this act, shall 
assist the department in the preparation of the comprehensive plan.

(2) THE DEPARTM ENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, PURSUANT TO 
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BOARD, SHALL H AVE  
THE AUTHORITY TO INCLUDE IN M EDICAL CARE BENEFITS  
PROVIDED UNDER THIS ACT REASONABLE AMOUNTS FOR THE  
PERSONAL NEEDS OF A N Y  RECIPIENT RECEIVING SKILLED  
NURSING HOME SERVICES, IF THE RECIPIENT IS NOT OTHER­
W ISE ELIGIBLE FOR SUCH AMOUNTS FROM OTHER CATEGORIES 
OF PUBLIC ASSISTAN CE ; BUT SUCH AMOUNTS FOR PERSONAL  
NEEDS SHALL NOT EXCEED  SUCH AMOUNTS AS ARE INCLUDED  
FOR THIS PURPOSE IN BENEFITS TO RECIPIENTS OF THE OLD 
AGE PENSION. PAYM ENTS FOR FU NERAL AN D  BURIAL E X ­
PENSES UPON THE DEATH OF A  RECIPIENT M A Y  BE PROVIDED  
UNDER RULES AN D  REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BOARD IN  
THE SAME M ANNER AS PROVIDED TO RECIPIENTS D EFINED IN  
SECTION 3 (10) (b) OF-THIS ACT.

"Section 4. Section 7 of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, is 
amended to read: ; IF ' ■

Section 7. Application— verification of eligibility.— (1) Determina­
tion of eligibility for medical benefits shall be made by the county depart­
ment in which the applicant resides. A N Y  PERSON AT A N Y  TIM E DUR­
ING A  CALENDAR MONTH WHO IS DETERM INED TO BE ELIGI­
BLE PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT SHALL BE  
ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS DURING ALL OF THE SUBSEQUENT  
PORTION OF SAID CALENDAR MONTH. Upon determination that any 
person is ineligible for medical benefits, the county department shall notify 
the applicant and.the state department OF SOCIAL SERVICES in writing 
of its decision and the reason therefor. SEPARATE DETERM INATION  
OF ELIGIBILITY AND FORMAL APPLICATION FOR BEN EFITS  
UNDER THIS ACT FOR PERSONS ELIGIBLE UNDER SECTION 3 
(10) (b) OF THIS ACT SHALL BE M ADE IN  ACCORDANCE W ITH  
THE RULES AN D  REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BOARD.

(2) The state department BOARD shall promulgate rules and regula­
tions to simplify the processing of applications in order that medical bene­
fits are furnished to recipients as soon as possible. SAID RULES M A Y  
M AKE PROVISION FOR THE PAYM EN T OF M EDICAL BENEFITS  
FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED  SEVEN  D AYS PRIOR TO THE  
DATE OF APPLICATION IN CASES W H ERE THE APPLICANT W A S  
PRECLUDED FROM MAKING SUCH APPLICATION PRIOR TO HIS 
NEED FOR SAID M EDICAL BENEFITS. Adequate safeguards shall be 
established by the state department OF SOCIAL SERVICES to insure that 
only eligible persons receive benefits under this act.

Section 5. Section 11 (4) of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, 
is amended to read:
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Section 11. Vendors —  payments —  rules.— (4) A N Y  RECIPIENT 
R ECEIVIN G  B EN EFITS U ND ER THIS ACT W HO RECEIVES A N Y  
SU PPLEM EN TAL INCOME, A V A IL A B L E  FOR M EDICAL PURPOSES  
U ND ER RULES AN D  REGULATIONS OF TH E STA TE BOARD, 
SH ALL A PP LY SUCH SU PPLEM EN TAL INCOM E TO TH E COST OF 
TH E B EN EFITS REN D ERED  A N D  the rules and regulations may re­
quire reports from vendors of other payments received by them FROM OR 
on behalf of recipients.

Section 6. Section 12 of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, 33 
amended to read: " ■

Section 12. Reimbursement to counties— medical assistance, fund.—  
The state department OF SOCIAL SERVICES shall reimburse the county 
departments for costs of administration incurred B Y  TH E COUNTIES  
under this act in accordance with the provisions of section 119-1-15 (2 ), 
C.R.S. 1963. . .

Section 7. Section 13 of chapter 63, Session Laws of Colorado 1968, 
is amended to read: . .

Section 13. Recoveries— adjustments— liens.— No recipient or his es­
tate shall be liable for the cost of medical benefits properly rendered to 
him. I f  at any time during the continuance of medical benefits, the recipient 
becomes possessed of property having a value in excess of that amount set 
by law or by the rules and regulations of the atato department OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES, or receives any increase in income, it shall be the duty of the 
recipient to notify the county department thereof and the county depart­
ment may, after investigation, either revoke such medical benefits or alter 
the amount thereof, as the circumstances may require. INCOM E OF A  RE­
CIPIENT W H ICH  IS APPLIED PURSUANT TO SECTION 11 (4 ), AS  
AM EN D ED , OF THIS ACT SH ALL NOT D ISQ U A LIFY SAID RECIPI­
EN T FROM RECEIVING B E N E FITS UNDER THIS ACT NOR SHALL  
IT D ISQ UALIFY A  RECIPIENT, AS D EFIN ED  IN  SECTION 3 (10) 
(b) OF THIS ACT. Any medical assistance paid to which a recipient was 
not lawfully entitled shall be recoverable from the recipient or his estate 

■ by the county as a debt due the state, but no lien may be imposed against 
the property of a recipient on account of medical assistance paid or to be 
paid on his behalf under this act, except pursuant to judgment of a court 
o f competent jurisdiction. Incorrect payments to vendors due to their omis­
sion, error, fraud, or defalcation, shall be recoverable from the said vendor 
by deduction from subsequent payments or by the county as a debt due 
'the state. ■ 1 . . .  •.

Section 8. Effective date.— This act shall take effect July 1, 1969.

Section 9. Safety clause.— The general assembly hereby finds, deter­
mines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preserva­
tion of the public peace, health, and safety.

Approved: April 28,1969
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