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384 CHIMES AND PUNISHMENTS Ch. 119

CHAPTER 119

CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

UNLAWFUL USE OF CREDIT

Senate B ill No* 242. B y Senators Shoemaker, F lock , V ollack , Garnsey, Locke, M inister, Noble, 
and Stockton ; a lso  R epresentatives Cole, Strahle, Baer, Benavidez, B ishop, Carroll, Davidson, 
DeM oulin, Edm onds, Farley, Gallagher, G ustafson, H am ilton, H orst, K. Jackson, K irscht, Knox, 

Kopel, K oster, Lam m , M ullen, Safran, Sooter, Stonebraker, Strang, Valdez, and W ells.

A N  A C T

AMENDING 40-14-7 and 40-14-23, COLORADO REVISED STATUTES 
1963, CONCERNING THE UNLAWFUL USE OF CREDIT.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

Section 1. 40-14-7, Colorado Revised Statutes 1963, is amended to 
read:

40-14-7. Purchase under fictitious name —  penalty. (1) Every per­
son who shall, purchase goods, wares, SERVICES, or merchandise upon 
credit under an assumed or fictitious name with intent to cheat or de­
fraud the seller or -vendor ISSUER, WHERE THE AMOUNT IN­
VOLVED IS LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and impris­
onment. EVERY PERSON WHO SHALL PURCHASE GOODS, 
WARES, SERVICES, OR MERCHANDISE UPON CREDIT UNDER 
AN ASSUMED OR FICTITIOUS NAME WITH INTENT TO CHEAT 
OR DEFRAUD THE SELLER OR ISSUER, WHERE THE AMOUNT 
INVOLVED IS ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR MORE IN A SINGLE 
PURCHASE OR DURING ANY THIRTY-DAY PERIOD FROM ES­
TABLISHMENTS IN THE STATE OF COLORADO, SHALL BE 
GUILTY OF A FELONY AND, UPON CONVICTION THEREOF, 
SHALL BE PUNISHED BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN ONE 
THOUSAND NOR MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR 
BY IMPRISONMENT IN THE STATE PENITENTIARY FOR NOT 
LESS THAN ONE NOR MORE THAN FIVE YEARS, OR BY BOTH 
SUCH FINE AND IMPRISONMENT. .

(2) ANY PERSON WHO WITHOUT AUTHORITY SIGNS THE 
NAME OF ANOTHER PERSON TO WHOM A CREDIT CARD WAS 
ISSUED, IN CONNECTION WITH A CREDIT TRANSACTION, WITH 
INTENT TO CHEAT OR DEFRAUD, SHALL BE GUILTY OF A  FEL-
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ONY AND, UPON CONVICTION THEREOF, SHALL BE PUNISHED 
BY IMPRISONMENT IN THE STATE PENITENTIARY FOR A PE­
RIOD OF NOT LESS THAN ONE NOR MORE THAN TEN YEARS.

Section 2. 40-14-21, Colorado Revised Statutes 1963, is REPEALED 
AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, to read:

40-14-21. Fraudulent use of credit device. (1) As used in sections 
40-14-21 to 40-14-23:

(a) “ Credit card” means a writing or other evidence of an under­
taking to pay for property or services delivered or rendered to or upon 
the order of a designated person or the bearer.

(b) “ Credit device”  includes any credit card, credit number, tele­
phone number, or other number or designation, and any letter, certifi­
cate, form, plate, or other tangible thing designed for use, or commonly 
used, as a means of obtaining credit or of obtaining goods or services 
on credit.

(2) A  person commits fraudulent use of a credit device if he uses a 
credit device for the purpose of obtaining credit, property, or services, 
with intent to defraud and with knowledge that:

(a) The credit device is stolen or forged; or
(b) The credit device has expired, has been revoked, or has been 

canceled; or
(c) For any. other reason his use of the credit device is unauthor­

ized either by the issuer of the credit card or other credit deviee or by 
the person to whom it is issued.

(3) If the credit, property, or services obtained have a value of one 
hundred dollars or more, fraudulent use of a credit device is a felony 
punishable by imprisonment in the state penitentiary for not less than 
one year nor more than ten years.

(4) If the credit, property, or services sought to be obtained have a 
value of less than one hundred dollars, fraudulent use of a credit de­
vice is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than _ two 
hundred fifty  dollars nor more than one thousand dollars or imprison­
ment in the county jail for not less than three months nor more than 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(5) The total value of property, or service obtained by the fraudu­
lent use of a single credit device within a six-month period shall be the 
value referred to in subsections (3) and (4) of this section.

Section 3. 40-14-22, Colorado Revised Statutes 1963, is REPEALED 
AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, to read:

40-14-22. Theft of credit device. A  person who steals, takes, or re­
moves a credit card or other credit device from the person or posses­
sion of the person to whom it is issued, with intent to use, deliver, cir­
culate, or sell it without the consent of the person to whom it is is­
sued, or with intent to cause it to be so used, delivered, circulated, or 
sold commits a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than two 
hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or by impris­
onment in the county jail for not less than three months nor more 
than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

Section 4. 40-14-23, Colorado Revised Statutes 1963, is REPEALED 
AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, to read:
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40-14-23. Criminal possession of credit device. A  person who has in
his possession or under his control or receives from another person, 
with intent to use, deliver, circulate, or sell it or with intent to cause 
the use, delivery, circulation, or sale of it, any credit card or other 
credit device which he knows or reasonably should know to be forged, 
altered, counterfeited, spurious, or stolen, commits a misdemeanor pun­
ishable by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for 
not less than three months nor more than one year, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment.

Section 5. Article 14 of chapter 40, Colorado Revised Statutes 1963, 
as amended, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A  NEW SECTION 
to read: "

40-14-29. Forgery of credit device. Any person who falsely makes, 
completes, or alters a written instrument which is or purports to be, or 
which is calculated to become or represent if completed, a credit card, 
is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five thou­
sand dollars or by imprisonment in the state penitentiary for a term of 
not less than nor more than five years, or by both such fine and im­
prisonment. ■

Section 6. Effective date —  applicability. This act shall take effect 
July 1, 1971, and shall apply only to violations alleged to have been 
committed on or after such date.

Section 7, Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, deter­
mines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preser­
vation of the public peace, health, and safety.

Approved: June 2,1971
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